MINUTES

BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS

Date:


May 13, 2010
Place:


3rd Floor Conference Room                                
500 North Calvert Street  

Baltimore, Maryland 21202

Present:

Steven A. Arndt, P.E., Vice Chairman




Pastor Farinas, P.E., Secretary
David G. Mongan, P.E.
Sallye E. Perrin, P.E.

                                    Sandra J. Murphy
Others Present:
Jay Hutchins, Executive Director

Pamela Edwards, Assistant Executive Director

Milena Trust, AAG, Counsel to the Board

Harry Loleas, Deputy Commissioner




Shannon Davis, Outreach Coordinator
Dorothy Matricciani, Administrative Secretary
Robert Mead, Executive Director, MSPE
Absent:

H. C. Harclerode, P.E., Chairman



Rosalind L. Yee
CALL TO ORDER
Vice Chairman Arndt called the meeting to order at 9:20 a.m.
ACTION ON MINUTES
The minutes of the April 1, 2010 meeting were approved as submitted.
APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR RECIPROCITY


Motion (I) was made by Ms. Perrin, seconded by Mr. Farinas, and unanimously carried to approve 69 applications for reciprocity as follows:

Alberto Abosaid

38500

Pedro R. Khouri

38729

Diego O. Aguirre

38719

James R. Kreimborg

38728


Mark L. Anstrom

38718

Brice R. Kutch

38555


Ward G. Arms


38671

Richard H. Lemansky

38727


Ebbie A. Attar


38593

Iris C. Leoncio


38645

Stephan M. Ball

38677

Rodolfo Loera


38706

LeeAnn Beebe


38723

Venkat R. Malkayigari
38652

Craig J. Beissel

38722

Paul V. McQuade

38705


Thomas R. Belanger

38721

Douglas C. Miller

38622
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APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR RECIPROCITY (Cont’d.)

Baher N. Beshara

38569

Jeffrey S. Moran

38699


Kevin A. Brett


38477

Joseph Narwich

38585


Jay P. Brown


38715

William M. Nelson

38733


Justin V. Bruner

38708

Robert J. Price


38732


Robert B. Chambers

38716

Peter J. Reilly


38720


Thomas J. Crawley

38633

Paul G. Roberts

38717


Richard R. Creavalle

38653

Daniel H. Robinson

38713


Robert J. Davis

38638

Andrew M. Rodak

38634


Depankar K. Debnath

38556

Nazar A. Sabti


38641


Matthew R. Dickerson
38711

Steven J. Schindler

38714



Benjamin J. Ehrhart

38712

James X. Shao


38726


Alan J. Errett


38644

Joel C. Shumaker

38725


Mustafa S. Faizullabhoy
38658

Kevin D. Sitzman

38621


Daniel J. Fichtner

38702

Robert A. Smith

38710


Wolfgang U. Fritz

38701

Sridhar S. Rao


38553


Nicholas Gianakos

38703

Michael F. Sullaway

38709


Keith A. Gindlesperger
38704

Rajul V. Teredesai

38707


Gared C. Grube

38628

Eric B. Thomas

38640


Ronald D. Hatton

38672

John C. Ulmer


38695


Roderick L. Hill

38682

Berry L. Veney, Jr.

38696


Derek M. Hughes

38654

John A. Vitez


38697


Steven K. Jacobsen

38557

Zhengang Wang

38698


Eric T. Jacobson

38724

Carl D. Werme

38656


James M. Johnson

38485

Jeffrey C. Williams

38700


Anne C. Juran


38731

Laleh Zargarinejad

38570


Christopher A. Kerns

38730

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Motion (II) was made by Mr. Farinas, seconded by Mr. Mongan, and unanimously carried to go into Executive Session at 9:54 a.m. at 500 North Calvert Street, 3rd Floor Conference Room, Baltimore, Maryland, 21202.  This session was permitted to be closed pursuant to State Government Article, Title 10-508(a)(7).  Upon completion of the session, the Board reconvened its public meeting at 11:15 a.m.
COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT

Mr. Farinas reported on the status of complaints and license reinstatement issues discussed by the Complaint Committee at its meeting on May 13, 2010.
05-PE-17:   Consent Order signed; fine paid.  Close case.
07-PE-16:   Under review by AAG’s office.
       & 19               
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08-PE-04:   Send letter.  Close case.
10-PE-01:   Issue resolved.  Close case.

10-PE-09:   Consent Order signed; fine paid.  Close case.

10-PE-10:   Consent Order signed, fine paid.  Close case.

10-PE-12:   Send 10-day response letter to respondent.

10-PE-13:   Consent Order signed; fine paid.  Close case.

10-PE-14:   Consent Order signed; fine paid.  Close case.

 
10-PE-15:   Case sent to AAG’s office for Consent Order.

10-PE-16:   Case sent to AAG’s office for Consent Order.

10-PE-17:   Sent 10-day response letter on May 7.

10-PE-18:   Consent Order signed; fine paid.  Close case.

10-PE-19:   Case sent to AAG’s office.


10-PE-20:   Offer Consent Order and fine.

10-PE-21:   Send 10-day response letter.


The Complaint Committee reviewed four applications for reinstatement of license and recommends the following:  reinstatement with a warning letter for three applicants, and requesting additional information from one applicant.


The Board discussed the method used to levy fines, such as, the nature of the project and its potential effect on the safety and health of the public, and also the length of time one’s license has been lapsed.   After discussion of one particular case, the Board decided to lower a fine suggested by the Complaint Committee.  It further decided to place an article in the By Design Newsletter advising licensees that if they sign and seal engineering documents after their licenses have expired, they are subject to a fine.  


The Board discussed the issue of an applicant who contacted the Board regarding the renewal of his license which had expired two years ago.  It was found that the applicant’s license was not renewable due to a situation that was discovered which prevented renewal.  Ms. Trust will respond to the applicant.  

Motion (III) was made by Mr. Mongan, seconded by Ms. Perrin, and unanimously carried to accept the recommendations of the Complaint Committee.
NEW BUSINESS

· Messrs Arndt and Farinas reported on the Northeast Zone Meeting held in Tampa, Florida on April 8-10.  It was a productive meeting with the topics of discussion being the new 16-hour Structural Exam; Continuing Professional Competency (CPC); Computer-based testing for engineers and surveyors; and licensing of government and utility employees and educational faculty.  The various committees presented their charges and issues to be worked on for the Annual Meeting.  Peggy Abshagen and Mr. Arndt received the necessary votes for Secretary/Treasurer of the Northeast Zone and Northeast representative to the National Nominating Committee, respectively.
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Mr. Arndt said that the Computer-Based Testing Task Force (CBT) is going to            recommend computer-based testing for engineers and surveyors, and the Task Force  will give a detailed report at the Annual Meeting.  If the Council votes to adopt           computer-based testing, it would possibly be two-to-three years from the time the        recommendation is approved before it is implemented.  
    
      Ms. Perrin suggested that the Board conduct an Ethics Test through either the                                application and/or renewal processes.

OLD BUSINESS

· Ms. Trust reported that the Continuing Professional Competency (CPC) Bill was signed and goes into effect July 1, 2010.  Mr. Arndt said that the Board must now begin working on regulations that define the CPC requirements, etc.  Ms. Trust suggested, and the Board concurred, on establishing a committee consisting of representatives from the Board, the Engineering Societies, and the public to develop a first draft of the regulations.  Ms. Perrin suggested adding a representative from academia to the committee.  Mr. Hutchins recommended that Committee meetings be advertised to solicit the public’s comments and to see who might be interested in serving on the Committee.  Mr. Mongan volunteered to be the Board’s representative on the Committee.  

· Ms. Edwards reported that the Fundamentals of Engineering (FE) and Principles and Practice of Engineering (P&P) exams held on April 16 and 17 went smoothly.  The exam was held at the Exhibition Hall at the Timonium State Fairgrounds, which was a new location, and no one came late.  There were 500 examinees on Saturday.  Mr. Hutchins visited the exam site and said that he was very impressed with the manner in which the exams were conducted.  He thanked  Ms. Edwards and Ms. Gregg for their hard work in making the exams a success. 

Mr. Mongan said that he found that the Web site did not contain the specific date of the exams, only the month and year.  Ms. Edwards said that she would add the dates when the Web site is updated for the October exams.  

· Mr. Arndt provided the Board with a draft of possible additions and changes to Section 14-305(d) of the Engineers’ Law as discussed at previous Board Meetings.  Section (d) presently permits licensure without a degree.  The additions/changes would now allow an applicant to qualify under this section if he/she “has completed one or more years of a college or university curriculum in engineering that the Board approves,” and has at least “20” years of work experience in engineering that is satisfactory to the Board.  
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Ms. Perrin expressed concern that applicants with technology and foreign degrees may be limited under the new changes.  She suggested that because the Board has a full agenda that it not try to propose the changes to 14-305(d) at this time, but rather first compile statistics as to the number of applicants applying under this section, and whether they have degrees, and also review other State Boards’ licensing requirements, before the Board discusses changes to this Section.
Ms. Trust said that any changes to this Section would require uniformity with the other Design Boards’ laws and, that because of the deadline in submitting legislation, the timeframe is not sufficient to accommodate the proposed changes for the next legislative session.

Mr. Arndt  said that because the majority of the Board Members have concerns about the changes to Section 14-305(d), and the timetable to submit legislation is not amiable, he proposes that the Board begin working on the changes to establish a joint position among its Members, and poll the other Design Boards on this issue, over the next six months.  Mr. Arndt said this issue will be tabled until the June meeting, when statistics as stated above may be available.

· Mr. Hutchins reported that the Request for Proposals (RFP) for a testing contractor is moving along.  The RFP is being reviewed internally and a cure letter is expected to be sent out today with a return date of one week.

· Mr. Arndt said that regarding changes to the Structures I and II exams, for which the Board has received correspondence from the public, the simplest path would be to permit Maryland applicants to take the new exam, Parts I and II, and upon successful completion, issue a license as a Professional Engineer.  The Board’s practices would not change; however, applicants would be required to pass the entire 16-hour exam in order to receive a license.  The Board concurred with Mr. Arndt’s statement.  

Ms. Trust said that a change to the Law would be required to delete references to 8-hour exams.  She will make the changes and e-mail them to the Board Members for their review.  If the Law passes, it would take effect in October 2011.       
Motion (IV) was made by Mr. Farinas, seconded by Mr. Mongan, and unanimously

carried to remove the reference to “8-hour” exams in the Engineers’ Law to accommodate the new 16-hour Structural Principles and Practice of Engineering Examination which will be offered beginning April 2011.
· The Board reviewed the newly revised training brochures provided by Ms. Davis and expressed their satisfaction with the wording and pictures, etc.  The Board complimented Ms. Davis for her work on the brochure.   
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CORRESPONDENCE

· The Board reviewed a letter from Vijay Apte, P.E., dated April 28, 2010, inquiring if  a P.E. license is required in the State of Maryland for the purpose of certifying  
Spill Prevention Control and Countermeasure Plan (SPCC) preparation.   After 

discussion, the Board decided to advise Mr. Apte that engineering work, performed in the State of Maryland, including certifying SPCC Plan preparation, requires a P.E. license. The Board also directed Mr. Apte to contact the Maryland Department of Environment for additional information on SPCC Plan requirements.  
· The Board reviewed a letter from Ed Jackson, P.E., dated April 23, 2010, requesting specific interpretations of Title 14-303 “Endorsement of Documents.”  After discussion, the Board decided to advise Mr. Jackson that the Engineers’ Law requires that engineering documents be signed and sealed before submitting them to a client or public authority.  The documents are permitted to be electronically sealed, but must contain a live signature of the P.E. who prepared or approved the documents.  The local jurisdictions may enact more specific policies and procedures concerning the submission of documents.  

APPLICATIONS APPROVED ADMINISTRATIVELY FOR RECIPROCITY 


The following applications, supported by NCEES Model Law Engineer files, were administratively approved for licensure by the Assistant Executive Director of the Board.


Christopher T. Aebel

38637

Bradley R. Hake

38663


Lyman E. Alexander

38655

Robert C. Harr, Jr.

38690


Tommy J. Avant

38683

Kenneth W. Herrle

38639


Andrew L. Bender

38669

Michael E. Hollowood
38665


John P. Carew


38647

Gregory B. Holman

38680


Raymond L. Cox

38686

Mark D. LaGatta

38636


Bernerd L. Crill

38642

Robert E. Nickerson

38687


Alicia I. Crump

38667

Jeffrey H. Nudi

38632


Adam J. Cryer


38662

Jeffrey M. Parker

38648


Charles B. Darr

38661

Darren R. Perry

38691


Michael T. Dreher

38631

Thomas G. Proios

38650

William C. Engman

38630

Zane C. Pucylowski

38688


Anthony J. Esposito

38660

Alan H. Simon

38689


Jarrod J. Felton

38659

Thomas Sputo


38646


James T. Fennell

38666

Joshua E. Stamper

38649

Adam C. French

38675

Johnathan D. Toman

38676


Gregory V. Giammalvo, Jr.
38657

William L. Toney, Jr.

38626

Ildefonso Gonzalez

38651

David R. Wegner

38668


Brian R. Goodnight

38664

Justin C. Wheeler

38627


Eric S. Greenwald

38629
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APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF ENGINEERING EXAMINATION, OCTOBER 29, 2010


The following applications were approved for the Principles and Practice of Engineering Examination to be held October 29, 2010.


Craig A. Barclay



Ronaldo N. Mojica


Richard Candell



Aniket K. Nanda


James A. Mirabile



Girum S. Urgessa


Sulaiman Moinuddin

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion (V) was made by Ms. Perrin, seconded by Mr. Farinas, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 12:30 p.m.
__________ With Corrections                         

_____X____Without Corrections

Signed:  Steven A. Arndt, P.E.

                                       

              Vice Chairman
