MINUTES

BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS

Date:


August 9, 2012

Place:


3rd Floor Conference Room                                




500 North Calvert Street  




Baltimore, Maryland 21202

Present:

H. C. Harclerode, P.E., Chairman




Steven A. Arndt. PhD., P.E., Vice Chairman
                                    Pastor Farinas, P.E., Secretary



            Rosalind Yee



Sandra J. Murphy

Others Present:
Pamela J. Edwards, Executive Director




Michael Miller, Assistant Executive Director




Milena Trust, AAG, Counsel to the Board




Ruby L. Courtney, Administrative Secretary




Janet Morgan




Samuel L. Sharpless




MJ Kittredge




Elizabeth Frank




Bassam Yousif




Amanuel Teklu




Tesfamichael Y. Magruf




Raymond E. Streib




Jim Otradovec




D. Sean McCone




Alan Straus




Peter McConaughy

Absent:                      



Sallye E. Perrin, P.E.



David G. Mongan, P.E.
CALL TO ORDER


Chairman Harclerode called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.

ACTION ON MINUTES


Motion (I) was made by Mr. Farinas, seconded by Ms. Yee, and unanimously carried by the Board to approve the minutes of the July 12, 2012 meeting with corrections.
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APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR RECIPROCITY


Motion (II) was made by Dr. Arndt, seconded by Mr. Farinas, and unanimously carried to approve 35 applications for reciprocity as follows:


42582  Iftekhar Ahmad


42626  Michael J. Merritt


42617  Steven C. Atkinson


42584  Keith Matthew Mims


42618  Shamarukh N. Billah


42580  Michael Davis Neely


42482  Kenneth T. Demmons, II

42627  Ali J. Nomani


42562  Avinash Dewani


42538  David M. Parker


42619  Britt Ellis



42628  Beth A. Pochtar


42561  David Craig Gassert


42615  George O. Provencher


42620  Richard G. Holz


42629  Christine M. Richey


42522  Jan C. Hutwelker


42630  Muhammad Shafiquzzaman


42621  Pisonrth Keyuravng


42631  Robert B. Taylor


41083  Adnan Ahmad Khan


42581  Joshua Joseph Taylor


42622  Casie L. Kieffer


42632  Charles N. Tomasco


42623  Richard S. Lafortune


42588  Wade E. Tyner


42517  Stephen Michael Lampert

42633  David C. Varjabedian


42624  Tezera Lemma


42512  Xueqin Wang


42607  Torsten Klaus Lienau


42634  Jason P. Weaver


42573  John Matthew Lowe


42635  Kenneth K. Ying


42625  Frederico E. Marsch 

EXECUTIVE SESSION I



Motion (III) was made by Dr. Arndt, seconded by Mr. Farinas, and unanimously carried to go into Executive Session at 10:19 a.m. at 500 North Calvert Street, 3rd Floor Conference Room, Baltimore, Maryland, 21202.  This session was permitted to be closed pursuant to State Government Article, Title 10-508(a)(7).  Upon completion of the session, the Board reconvened its public meeting at 10:50 a.m.

COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT


Mr. Farinas reported on the status of complaints discussed by the Complaint Committee at its meeting on August 9, 2012.

            12-PE-08   Inactive.


12-PE-12   20-day response letter sent April 24, 2012. No response. Letter

                               sent via certified mail July 12, 2012.  No response.  Forward to 

                               investigator.


12-PE-13   Inactive.


12-PE-20   Investigate further.


12-PE-21   Investigate further.


12-PE-22   Closed.
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COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT (Cont'd)


13-PE-01  20-day response letter sent August 9, 2012.


13-PE-02  Offer Consent Order and $300 fine.


13-PE-03  Offer Consent Order and $900 fine.


13-PE-04  Offer Consent Order and $1800 fine.


13-PE-05  Consent Order signed. Fine paid. Close.


The Complaint Committee reviewed two applications for reinstatement of license and recommends reinstatement for both.


Motion (IV) was made by Dr. Arndt, seconded by Ms. Murphy, and unanimously carried to accept the recommendations of the Complaint Committee.

CPC COMMITTEE REPORT


Motion (V) was made by Mr. Farinas, seconded by Dr. Arndt, and unanimously carried to approve the CPC Provider applications of BWB- Business Writing At Its Best, Inc., Failure & Damage Analysis, Inc., Pile Driving Contractors Association and SunCam, Inc. 

NEW BUSINESS

Meeting with Representatives of Lutheran Social Services

Ms. MJ Kittredge, a recertification specialist at Lutheran Social Services of the National Capital area, addressed the Board. She explained that she works with highly skilled professionals who are either refugees, asylees, or victims of human trafficking who are seeking to resume their professional careers with resettlement, employment and training.  She discussed issues that were barriers for her clients such as the inability to obtain official transcripts and how to document foreign work experience so that clients could be eligible for licensure as a Professional Engineer in Maryland.  She also asked if the Board had any type of mentoring programs for an applicant in this situation.


Chairman Harclerode explained the different sections of the law under which an applicant could apply and the requirements for each.   He emphasized that most of her clients would be applying under the work experience option and that a much closer look is taken at the work experience under this option.  


Dr. Arndt  explained how foreign work experience can be documented and that samples of work that are equivalent to work done during that time period can be created.  He also explained that the Board does have some latitude where educational documents 
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are concerned.  He suggested that Ms. Kittredge reach out to some of the engineering societies, especially the Maryland Society of Professional Engineers, for mentoring programs.


Two clients of the Lutheran Social Services Recertification unit also addressed the Board regarding their specific situations and how to move forward with the application process.

OLD BUSINESS

Review of Agenda for NCEES Annual Meeting

Chairman  Harclerode reviewed the action items that will be voted upon at the NCEES annual meeting being held in St. Louis, Missouri from August 22-25, 2012, and developed a condensed list of items that are of particular interest to the Board. After collaboration with Dr. Arndt, each item was read along with the recommendations of Chairman Harclerode and Dr. Arndt.  After discussion, the Board concurred with their recommendations.  Dr. Arndt, as the Board's representative, will vote accordingly at the Annual Meeting.

Update on Staff Issues


Ms. Edwards stated interviews for the investigator vacancy will are scheduled for August 14, 2012.

Update of Electronic Signatures

The Board asked that this issue is being deferred to next month's meeting.
Legislative Update


Ms. Trust reported that she polled the Land Surveyors, Landscape Architects, and Architects Boards regarding several comments made by the engineering societies applicable to the P.E. Board's firm permit bill.  The Boards appreciated the comments made by the engineering societies, but intend to stay with the draft that they proposed as  part of the joint package.

CORRESPONDENCE
Letter from David Petrucci, Jr. dated August 2, 2012


The Board reviewed a letter from David Petrucci, Jr., appealing the denial of his request to waive the $100 fee for the late renewal of his PE license.  He also requested that the Board consider a change in the status of Professional Engineering licenses and 
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how reinstatement fees should be applied.  The Board upheld its original decision to not waive the late fee and will take the other issues mentioned in his letter under advisement.


OTHER BUSINESS
APPLICATIONS APPROVED ADMINISTRATIVELY FOR RECIPROCITY 


The following applications, supported by NCEES Model Law Engineer files, were administratively approved for licensure by the Assistant Executive Director of the Board:




Mary O. Acciani

42579

Joseph D. Marsh

42563


Matthew W. Bailey

42574

William M. Martin

42594


David L. Bell


42592

Luis D. Martinez

42570
John F. Bradley

42602

Michael W. Pucci

42600


Charles Chen


42593

Daniel A. Reeves

42591


Gregory J. DeMarco

42541

Mark Allen Rhodes

42571


Ronald C. Edwards  

42612

Hani A. Rimawi

42566


Magdy A. Elkafafi

42577

John Thomas Roche

42595


Sean P. Fennell

42578

Melisa A. Rodriguez

42565
Howard E. Firestone

42603 

John L. Schlitter

42586


Jason Bradley Fukuda

42605

Joseph R. Shaffer

42589


Shawn M. Gleason

42575

Ross S. Stevens

42599


Jack T. Griffith

42564

John V. Tashijan

42598


Michael A. Hare

42614

Andrew J. Tibbetts

42587


Lara E. Hegler


42583

Kevin F. Thomas

42601


Marc C. Holley

42590

Brandon A. Watt

42567


Jonathan C. Iams

42597

Charles R. Webb

42576


Douglas R. Knapp

42585

Aaron D. Wilburn

42616


James G. Luther

42613
APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF 

ENGINEERING EXAMINATION,  APRIL 13, 2012.


Peter J. Cruz




Patrick R. Holinda


Andrew M. Devault



William B. Jamison


Robert S. Devyra



Chaminda Inkida Jayatilake


Christopher John Dobry


Mukesh R. Joshi


Jeff J. Dong




Peter Kim


Tuan Ngheip Duong



Aytekin Koca


Andrew R. Ellender



Earl A. Laflamme


Richard Antony Fenati


Bradley E. Lemen


Luis A. Gonzalez



Yang Lu


William C. Grafton, Jr.


Brian J. Luoma


Steven Benjamin Hertz


Stephen R. Mullen
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APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF 

ENGINEERING EXAMINATION,  APRIL 13, 2012 (Cont'd)

Richard W. Porter



Michael L. Scott


Joyce E. Rebar



Deborah A. Smith


Melanie Repp



Richard T. Watters


Arash Rezavandi 



Yotim T. Weldetnsae


Masoud Roomi



Vaughan A. Weston


Nathaniel Benjamin Salnick

Ajitha Devi Yerrabelli

ADJOURNMENT 


Motion (VIII) was made by Mr. Farinas, seconded by Ms. Murphy,  and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 11:35 p.m. 

__________ With Corrections           

__________ Without Corrections

Signed by:               

Howard C. Harclerode, P.E., Chairman
  
   Date: September 13, 2012

