MINUTES

BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS

Date:


August 7, 2009
Place:


3rd Floor Conference Room

500 North Calvert Street  

Baltimore, Maryland 21202

Present:

H. C. Harclerode, P.E., Chairman
Steven A. Arndt, P.E., Vice Chairman




Pastor Farinas, P.E., Secretary
Sallye E. Perrin, P.E.

Sandra J. Murphy

Rosalind L. Yee
Others Present:
Pamela Edwards, Assistant Executive Director

Milena Trust, AAG, Counsel to the Board




Harry Loleas, Deputy Commissioner
Shannon Davis, Outreach Coordinator
Karel Gregg, Examination Coordinator

Jeffrey Tuer, Investigator

Dorothy Matricciani, Administrative Secretary
Absent:

Eugene C. Harvey, P.E.

CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Harclerode called the meeting to order at 9:45 a.m.
ACTION ON MINUTES
The minutes of the July 9, 2009 meeting were approved as submitted.
APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR RECIPROCITY


Motion (I) was made by Ms. Perrin, seconded by Mr. Farinas, and unanimously carried to approve 19 applications for reciprocity as follows: 

William H. Autry

37794

Syam B. Nayer

37797


James R. Brown

37795

Michael D. Olivier

37798


William Conlon

37796

Leroy F. Pauls


37801


Aaron A. Ford


37802

Mark D. Ramsay

37760


Tim R. Froelich

37752

Stuart W. Rankin

37800


Edward J. Godorov

37803

Scott A. Schriner

37799
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APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR RECIPROCITY (Cont’d.)

Borislav G. Ivanov

37770

Hong Sima


37805


Morgan M. Landon

37753

Bradley K. Spain

37806


Jerilyn D. Luben

37091

Charles D. Wilds

37804


John R. Morris, Jr.

37731


ELECTION OF OFFICERS

In accordance with the Board’s yearly election of officers, Mr. Harclerode called for nominations.


Motion (II) was made by Mr. Farinas, seconded by Ms. Murphy, and carried by a majority of the Board members present, with one opposed, to elect Howard C. Harclerode, Chairman, and Steven A. Arndt, Vice Chairman.  

Motion (III) was made by Mr. Harclerode, seconded by Mr. Arndt, and carried by a majority of the Board members present, with one opposed, to elect Pastor Farinas, Secretary.

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Motion (IV) was made by Mr. Arndt, seconded by Ms. Murphy, and unanimously carried to go into Executive Session at 9:59 a.m., at 500 North Calvert Street, 3rd Floor Conference Room, Baltimore, Maryland, 21202.  This session was permitted to be closed pursuant to State Government Article, Title 10-508(a)(7).  Upon completion of the session, the Board reconvened its public meeting at 10:22 a.m.
COMPLAINT COMMITTEE REPORT

Mr. Farinas reported on the status of complaints and license reinstatement issues discussed by the Complaint Committee at its meeting on August 7, 2009.

05-PE-17:   Under review by Assistant Attorney General’s office.  
07-PE-07:   Pre-charge letter was prepared and will be delivered to OAH.
07-PE-16:   Reports received from investigator under review by Complaint 
       & 19    Committee.
08-PE-04:   Case under review.

08-PE-25:   Case will be referred to new investigator.

09-PE-03:   Case will be referred to new investigator.
09-PE-10:   Consent Order mailed August 6.
09-PE-11:   Case will be referred to new investigator.

10-PE-01:   Case will be referred to new investigator.

10-PE-02:   Offer Consent Order and fine.
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The Complaint Committee reviewed six applications for reinstatement of license.  The licenses were lapsed from three to seven renewal periods.  The Committee recommends: reinstatement with a warning letter for three applicants, and requesting additional information from the other three applicants.
Motion (V) was made by Ms. Yee, seconded by Mr. Arndt, and unanimously carried to accept the recommendations of the Complaint Committee.
NEW BUSINESS

· Mr. Harclerode said that he received confirmation from the Governor’s Office of Mr. Farinas’ appointment to the Board for another five-year term beginning July 1, 2009.

· The Board discussed the issue of degree evaluation companies, which ones were acceptable to the Board, and what the Board should expect from these companies.  Mr. Harclerode said that in reviewing applications for the FE and PE exams, he has found that evaluations performed by some of the companies that the Board presently accepts are less then accurate when compared to the applicants’ transcripts.  He further stated that he found the evaluations performed by NCEES Credentials Evaluations to be reliable. Ms. Trust said that there must be some guidelines that accreditation groups follow and that colleges use to evaluate undergraduate programs.  Ms. Trust will write a letter to Morgan State University, University of Maryland College Park and Baltimore County, and John Hopkins University to inquire about the standards they use to evaluate foreign degrees. 
The Board also decided that in addition to an official evaluation, a copy of a foreign transcript and translation, when appropriate, should always be provided with an application.
· After reviewing an exam application, Ms. Perrin raised the issue of whether a retired engineer can endorse an exam applicant’s work experience.  The Board was of the opinion that if the engineer was actively licensed during the time of the applicant’s employment, then he could endorse the applicant’s work experience.  Regarding the particular application that Ms. Perrin was referring to, it was decided that Ms. Edwards will contact the endorser to ascertain if he was licensed during the time the applicant worked with him.  Messrs. Harclerode and Arndt will also check with other State Board representatives at the Annual Meeting to see how they handle this issue.   
 OLD BUSINESS

· Mr. Arndt provided the Board members with a list of items of interest to be voted on at the NCEES Annual Meeting on August 12 -15, for their review and discussion.  Mr. Arndt read each item and provided his opinions, with which the Board concurred. 
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Motion (VI) was made by Mr. Harclerode, seconded by Mr. Farinas, and unanimously approved to accept Mr. Arndt’s recommendations without objection.    

· Mr. Loleas spoke to the Board on the status of the Design Boards’ budget.  He said that the Department is in the process of submitting the budget for 2011.  The budget being submitted for 2011, because of the level funding approach, included the $75,000 for the IT project.  The project will not be completed until 2010, so the budget will include this sum, and will give the Department the flexibility to spend funds during 2011.  The only additional spending program is the hosting of a meeting with local government code officials to update them on the issues affecting the Boards.  The budget will permit the flexibility to do this. 
Mr. Loleas said there have been talks with the budget people with respect to shifting spending authority within the funds, which would also provide some flexibility to deal with situations in the future with respect to the budget.  The elimination of the application fees would cost approximately $47,000. Mr. Loleas said that he did not see any impact to the budget if the Board decided to move forward on this.  Ms. Trust said that the issue of eliminating the application fees for all Design Boards will be discussed at the next Joint Chairs meeting.            
Mr. Loleas said that while he cannot say anything absolutely, he is hopeful that what he has described will be in place for the future.  Mr. Loleas will provide a more detailed overview of the budget at the September meeting.   
· Ms. Edwards said that the Request for Proposals (RFP) for a testing contractor is very close to completion.  Ms. Trust revised the RFP and removed all sections pertaining to Land Surveyors and Landscape Architects.  The Board discussed several issues concerning the RFP and decided on the following:  grades should be mailed to the testing contractor who in turn would mail them to the Board within 48 hours (2 business days) so that any irregularity reports may be handled.  It was decided that the candidates may receive their grades by e-mail if they provide an e-mail address, otherwise their grades will be mailed to them.  Ms. Edwards said that after making the revisions to the RFP discussed today, it will be submitted to Procurement.

It was also noted that beginning in October 2010, NCEES will charge $70 to administer the FE exam and $100 for the PE exam, (exclusive of the examination book and scoring fees), in jurisdictions where contracted.  

· Ms. Trust said that the draft for the 2010 proposed legislation regarding continuing professional competency and retired status was submitted to the Secretary’s office.  She said that this legislation would require the addition of another staff person during FY 2011, for auditing purposes.       
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· Ms. Edwards said that NCEES notified her that it was decided that the 2011 Northeast Zone Meeting will be held in Annapolis at the Loew’s Hotel.

OTHER BUSINESS

· Ms. Edwards introduced the Design Boards’ new Investigator, Jeff Tuer, who began   work on July 29, 2009.  Ms. Edwards said the staff is very glad to have Mr. Tuer on-board.

· Mr. Harclerode said that Shannon Davis, Ourtreach Coordinator for the Design Boards, has been doing a great job, and he thanked her on behalf of the Board.

APPLICATIONS APPROVED ADMINISTRATIVELY FOR RECIPROCITY 


The following applications, supported by NCEES Model Law Engineer files, were administratively approved for licensure by the Acting Executive Director of the Board.


Reid C. Allen


37776

Robert J. Linder

37767


John Becker


37758

Donald H. Marr

37751


James A. Bouche

37778

Samuel J. Peregoy

37807


David Caggiano

37775

Angela K. Rassas

37761


Jui-Chen Chang

37784

Jorge L. Rivera

37757


David L. Conrad

37785

Gregory O. Robinson

37777


Jason R. Cowgill

37782

Brian T. Schlosser

37774


Kevin T. Coyne

37786

Eric R. Schultz

37808


Julius D. Davis

37754

Katie E. Shannon

37768


Rick D. Doherty

37755

Derrick A. Shelton

37792


Ronald F. Gibson

37787

Stephanie L. Slocum

37762


Rolando J. Gonzalez

37789

Joseph I. Silva


37763


Steven G. Heidlauf

37790

Andrew D. Slyter

37809


Amy R. Herbst

37791

Thomas J. Sovel

37771


Eric P. King


37788

Mark H. Stemmer

37769


David J. Lambert

37756

Gregory S. Sutyak

37759


W. G. Sam League

37772

Justin Y. Yoon

37773



APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF ENGINEERING EXAMINATION, OCTOBER 23, 2009

The following applications were approved for the Principles and Practice of Engineering Examination to be held October 23, 2009.
Saghir Ahmed






Akshay S. Kumar

Akuete M. Akitani-Bob




Yonas P. Kinfu
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APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF ENGINEERING EXAMINATION, OCTOBER 23, 2009 (Cont’d.)

Chandrashekar Anjaneyappa




Adrian Q. Labor

Yeshitla L. Argaw





Patrick G. Lavay

Steven Arrey-Mbeng





Joshua S. Levine

Amir H. Asghari





Zuli Li

Cornelius C. Barmer





Noah J. Lieb

Rupesh Bashambu





Sonny M. Loncaric 

Nichol S. Bell






Joshua E. Mast

Fernando E. Benitez





Everett R. Matias

Ravdeep S. Bhasin





Kathleen M. McGinnis

Frank M. Burke





Jerome T. Moffor

James J. Bykoski





Laetitia L. Mulamula

Aelisa J. Carr






Mark F. Natale

Tapan Chowdhry





Kenneth D. Noecker

Michael J. Chuk





Jason M. North

Graham Clark






Kevin J. Oberheim

John E. Coleman





Hellon O. Ogallo
Lee S. Colson






Alexander I. Okeke
Brenice J. Crissman





Michelina S. Oms
Michelle A. Daniel





Douglas G. Ostazeski
Emmanuel K. Darko





Joseph M. O’Sullivan
Adwit B. Das






Russell J. Owens
Kavita P. Dave





Soni Patangay
Joseph C. Davis





Apurva V. Patil
Jan N. Diese






Randy J. Penn


Christopher R. Donahue




Vance A. Petrella
Singh Eena






Victoria S. Pratt
Eugene O. Elias





Jemmel A. Pursoo
Nina A. Federbush





Shawn M. Ruehl
Matthew H. Ford





Ruel E. Sabellano
Frank J. Galosi





Efrayem N. Samuel
Nicholas A. Ganch





Sam H. Seraj
Mekonnen Z. Gebresillasie




Sameer Shukla


Aneesha N. Griffin





Stephen T. Smith
Nitesh Gupta






Joseph P. Sobocinski
Mark R. Guzda





Cristina Stanescu
Aschalew A. Haile





Justin D. Stirling
Matthew T. Harrell





Angela M. Suarez
Michael L. Hawkins





Zueli J. Sun
Cathy G. Holland





Mohammad A. Tak
Quinn C. Horn






Lorenzo Taylor, II
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APPLICATIONS APPROVED FOR THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF ENGINEERING EXAMINATION, OCTOBER 23, 2009 (Cont’d.)

Kathy L. Hoverman





Partick J. Taylor
Nehemias J. Iglesias





Vicky L. Taylor
Kenneth A. Jackman





Juan D. Tellez
Venkataraman Jayaraman




Linda M. Tello


Bradley C. Job






Robert J. Thompson 
Yatin R. Joshi






Robert C. Tipton
Ajit A. Kailasam





Neville A. Tomlinson
Daniel Kane






Sim I. Turay
Neil G. Karraz






Kunal D. Vijayakar
Ajit A. Kailasam





Jilei Wang
Andrew J. Kaufmann





Steven J. Whitman
Hashmat Khan






Jason M. Woelper
Abraham Kidane





Brian P. Wolcott


Bong-Gyun Kim





Benjamin D. Wood
Mathew M. Klucina





Jennifer M. Zaworski
APPLICATIONS DENIED FOR THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF ENGINEERING EXAMINATION, OCTOBER 23, 2009

Motion (VII) was made by Ms. Perrin, seconded by Mr. Arndt, and unanimously carried to deny five applicants for the Principles and Practice of Engineering Examination to be held October 23, 2009, because the applicants qualifications did not meet the Board’s requirements.  The applications were discussed at the Board meeting.     

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion (VIII) was made by Mr. Farinas, seconded by Ms. Murphy, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 12:09 p.m.
__________ With Corrections                   
_____X___ Without Corrections
Signed by:  Howard C. Harclerode, P.E.

       Chairman
