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Cathy Warfield 

Call To Order
A.Michael Warfield called the regular meeting of the Elevator Safety Review Board to order at 10:01 a.m.
Approval of Minutes
The minutes of the business meeting held on October 19, 2012 were approved without corrections.  Motion (I) was made by Mr. Yeatman, seconded by Mr. Mendoza, and unanimously carried that the minutes of the business meeting be approved without corrections.  

Chairman’s Report
Ms. Meyers reported to the Board on behalf of Chairman Hord there is no Chairman’s report to offer.                         

Licensing Applications

Ms. Meyers stated that the drafted elevator renovator mechanic and elevator renovator contractor applications have been revised and presented to the Board for review.  These applications will be finalized by the next scheduled meeting.  
Licensing Report Update

Applications/Qualifications Review Committee
Mr. Warfield reported that the Applications/Qualifications Review Committee met on this date, reviewed and approved sixty-eight (68) initial elevator mechanic license applications.  There were four applications referred to the Board for further review.  There was one elevator contractor applications reviewed and approved.  There was one elevator contractor application referred to the Board for further review.     
Motion (II) was made by Mr. Yeatman, seconded by Mr. Mendoza, and unanimously carried to accept the recommendations of the Applications/Qualifications Review Committee.     

Motion (III) was made by Mr. Yeatman, seconded by Mr. Mendoza, and unanimously carried to accept the recommendation of the Applications/Qualifications Committee to extend the grandfathering clause for elevator renovator mechanics and elevator renovator contractors to September 1, 2013.  

Exam Update  
Mr. Loleas informed the Board that DLLR has entered discussions with the exam vendor.  PSI will develop the Boards five exams, which includes elevator mechanics, elevator contractors, elevator renovator mechanics and elevator renovator contractors and accessibility mechanics (sublicense private residential elevators).  A request was made to DLI to give basis for various exams.  PSI had been forwarded this information.  

Mr. Lowry inquired as to whether or not an elevator mechanic or elevator contractor will be required to have a home improvement license.  Mr. Loleas stated to the Board that there is no requirement for the Boards licensees. However, Mr. Krasnoff indicated he will look into this issue and have an update for the Board by the next scheduled meeting.

Mr. McGeeney informed the Board that Part III of the statute covers elevator mechanics and elevator contractors.  Part II of the statute excludes private residential elevators, which will have to be licensed at some point.  Mr. Lowry suggested to the Board that legislation should be considered to ensure this trade is in compliance with the statute.

Mr. Yeatman inquired as to whether or not individuals for the elevator mechanics exam will have access to the test.  Mr. Loleas indicated that the exams are typically open book.  The Board will have to decide the parameters for the exam.  The Board would have to give guidance to the testing vendor on this issue.  

Motion (IV) was made by Mr. Yeatman, seconded by Mr. Meeks, and unanimously carried to extend the elevator mechanic exam candidates date to September 1, 2013.      
Legislative Report Update
Sunset Review/Annual Report

Mr. Vorgetts informed the Board that the Sunset Review/Annual Report had been submitted on behalf of the Board to the Legislature this fiscal year.  The annual report is a requirement that will have to be met in accordance to §12-842.1.  The Legislature has the option not to conduct a full evaluation or to conduct a full evaluation of the Board in 2013.  The Department of Legislature Services (DLS) will follow-up with this report at a later date. The results of DLS decision will be discussed by the next scheduled meeting.         

Mr. Lowry indicated that DLI had a Sunset Review in which the legislature did not conduct a full evaluation. The deficiency found had been addressed by the elevator and escalator safety – safety inspections unit.  DLI is working closely with the auditors to identify this area.  DLI will continue the inspection aspect of the unit.   Mr. Lowry thanked Mr. McGeeney and Mr. Kreseski for their tireless efforts and the unit’s continuous success throughout the year.                     
Regulation Action 

Mr. Krasnoff reported to the Board that the proposed amendments to the fee regulations, COMAR 09.35.01.01 has been published in Maryland Register, Volume 39, Issue 23, Friday, November 16, 2012.  The proposed fee regulations emergency status will be effective as of Wednesday, November 14, 2012. Public comments will be accepted through December 21, 2012.  Final action on this proposal will be held during a public meeting held on February 22, 2013.      

The proposed continuing education regulation is in the process of being drafted.  Mr. Krasnoff requested that the continuing education committee meet in mid-January to finalize the draft.  Ms. Meyers agreed to coordinate this committee meeting.  A draft copy of this regulation will be presented to the Board for review by the next scheduled meeting.            
Old Business 
There is no old business to offer.                
New Business
Mr. Vorgetts reported to the Board that an Executive Director will be overseeing the four mechanical Boards including the Elevator Safety Review Board.  The other four mechanical Boards are Plumbing, Stationary Engineer, Electricians and HVAC.  DLLR has been granted with the authority to create and fill this position for the Board.  Managerial resources have been provided in order to manage the ongoing needs of the Board in the near future.  The Elevator Safety Review Board Fund will be tracked closely throughout this fiscal year.  DLLR will conduct a budgetary briefing to the Board once a year in the near future.           

Mr. Loleas informed the Board that he will be retiring as of January 1, 2013.  He expressed his gratitude in working with the Board since its inception in 2001.  It had been a pleasure working with the Board on ensuring their legislative issues had been met throughout his tenure.                     

Counsel’s Report 
Mr. Krasnoff reported there is no Counsel’s report to offer.  
Public Comments

A.Michael Warfield opened the meeting for public comments.  There are no public comments to offer.

Next Meeting
The next meeting is scheduled for Friday, January 25, 2013 at 10:00 a.m., 500 N. Calvert Street, 2nd Floor Conference Room, Baltimore, Maryland 21202.    

Adjournment 
There being no further business, Motion (V) was made by Mr. Yeatman, seconded by Mr. Mendoza to adjourn the meeting at 10:58 a.m.
______       Approved without corrections

______        Approved with corrections

A. Michael Warfield 
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