Board of Cosmetologists

Minutes
 
  _June 4, 2012  

A meeting of the State Board of Cosmetologists was held on Monday, June 4, 2012, in the 2nd floor conference room, Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation Building, 500 N. Calvert Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21202.

The following members were in attendance:

Ms. Clairee Britt-Cockrum, Chairman, Industry Member

Ms. Carmel Owens, Vice Chairman, Industry Member

Ms. Maxine Sisserman, School Owner Member

Ms. Sharon Bunch, Consumer Member

Ms. Ellen Trujillo, Industry Member

Mr. Phillip Mazza, Industry Member

Ms. Christina Roberts, Consumer Member

Also in attendance:

Mr. Robert Wood, Executive Director 

Mr. Brian Logan, Assistant Executive Director

Mr. Bruce Spizler, Senior Assistant Attorney General

Meeting called to order

The meeting was called to order at 9:48 AM by Ms. Britt-Cockrum.

Approval of Agenda
A motion was made by Mr. Mazza to approve the agenda with one addition; Ms. Bunch seconded the motion; and the Board voted unanimously to approve.
Minutes

A motion was made by Ms. Bunch to approve the minutes of the April 2, 2012 meeting; Ms. Owens seconded the motion; and the Board voted unanimously to approve.

A motion was made by Ms. Sisserman to approve the Executive Session minutes of the April 2, 2012 meeting; Mr. Mazza seconded the motion; and the Board voted unanimously to approve.

A motion was made by Mr. Mazza to approve the minutes of the May 7, 2012 meeting; Ms. Roberts seconded the motion; and the Board voted unanimously to approve.
New Business

Mary Ann Habib- Request to Restart Apprenticeship 

An informal conference was held for Ms. Mary Ann Habib, who is a cosmetologist  apprentice (and the owner of a beauty salon), who is requesting that the Board credit her with the number of hours of training set forth in monthly apprenticeship training reports which previously had not been received by the Board. In the absence of the Board granting this request, Ms. Habib seeks the Board’s permission to allow her to restart the apprentice program. As an explanation for the Board’s non-receipt of the monthly apprenticeship training reports, Ms. Habib states that she had changed sponsors twice after a year of training under the first sponsor; and that she was under the impression that each of her sponsors had submitted the apprenticeship training reports to the Board in a timely manner. Although Ms. Habib provided copies of the apprenticeship training reports that had not been credited, the Board noted that she still fell short of the required number of months to qualify to take the examination. The Board declined to accept these apprenticeship training reports in mass at this late date (well beyond the 90 day requirement). Based upon a finding of “good cause”, however, the Board granted Ms. Habib the opportunity to re-start of the apprentice training with the conditions that: (1) six months have passed since she was last registered as a cosmetologist apprentice; and (2) Ms. Habib surrender the number of hours earned under any other cosmetologist apprenticeship, as prescribed in COMAR 09.22.01.07(D). The Board also directed that Ms. Habib and her new sponsor attend the next mandatory apprentice orientation program scheduled for June 29, 2012.

Informal Conference – Joshua Gray– Conviction

An informal conference was held for Mr. Joshua Gray, who submitted an application for his cosmetologist license and disclosed a previous criminal conviction on the application.  After Mr. Gray explained his conviction to the Board’s satisfaction, the Board voted unanimously to approve Mr. Gray’s application with an advisement that he abstain from the behavior which resulted in the convictions. 

Old Business
Examinations being offered in Spanish and Vietnamese

As reflected in the Board Minutes of its May 7, 2012 meeting, Interim Commissioner Harry Loleas, along with Deputy Commissioner Erica White, appeared before the Board at the request of the Secretary and pursuant to a letter from Senator Victor Ramirez requesting that the Board consider having the cosmetology examination provided in Spanish and Vietnamese. The Board, at that time, decided to table further discussion of these matters until today’s meeting, pending the receipt of additional information from the Interim Commissioner.

Today, the Board noted that it had not yet received the additional information/documentation. The Board directed its staff to advise the Interim Commissioner that it will not be able to take a position on these matters absent its review of the additional information, including the procedures applicable in other states.

Monthly Regulation Update

Assistant Executive Director Brian Logan advised the Board that there have been no new updates of the regulations which have been approved by the Secretary and await publication as “proposed” regulations.

Legislative Proposals for the 2013 Legislative Session

The Board reviewed a draft of a memorandum, to be sent to Interim Commissioner Harry Loleas, requesting that the Department consider sponsoring legislative proposals during the 2013 session of the Maryland General Assembly: 

1. Special Funding -A bill providing that the Board be “special funded” (monies generated from license fees be provided directly to the Board, as opposed to being deposited into the General Fund).    

2. Repeal of licensing by”endorsement” – a bill to repeal the statutory provision authorizing a waiver of the Board’s examination requirement based upon training, examination and licensing in another state or foreign country. 

3. Limited Licenses – A bill to provide for a limited practice license for “hair stylists” and a limited practice license for “waxing technicians”.

4. Cosmetology Curriculum – A bill to provide for cosmetology training in community colleges with curricula approved by the Board.

Settlement Conferences/Inspections

Assistant Executive Director Brian Logan advised that, although there was no Settlement Conferences held for the month of May, there were nine disciplinary actions taken that month regarding individuals cited as being in violation coming to the Board’s offices to settle rather than wait for the June Settlement Conference date. A total of $5,200.00 in fines was levied.

Mr. Logan further advised that, due to the dearth of current Inspectors and the urgency to have new shop inspections conducted timely, the Board’s Office Staff has been utilized to conduct new shop inspections in areas not currently assigned an Inspector. Mr. Logan further advised that, although this may get some of the new shops inspected, it will cause delays in some office functions due to the absence of office staff during those days they are conducting inspections.
Apprentice and Sponsor Orientation Program Update

Board Member Maxine Sisserman provided the Board an update of the last Apprentice Orientation Program held on May 25, 2012. Ms. Sisserman noted that, while the class was smaller, the orientation continues to reinforce the need to educate both apprentices and their sponsors regarding the legalities and practicalities attendant to the successful completion of an apprenticeship.

Meeting with Board of Physicians Representative

Assistant Executive Director Brian Logan advised that he has not been able to arrange a meeting date with representatives of the Maryland Board of Physicians. 

Farewell to Deputy Commissioner Erica White
Deputy Commissioner Erica White has accepted a position with the Federal Government. The Board of Cosmetologists thanked Ms. White for her service, albeit it brief, to the State of Maryland and wished her success in her future endeavors. 

In addition, the Board was informed that former DLLR Secretary Alexander M. Sanchez has left the Department to join the office of Baltimore Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake as Chief of Staff. Governor Martin O’Malley has appointed Scott R. Jensen as Interim Secretary. Interim Secretary Jensen had served as Deputy Secretary under former DLLR Secretary Alexander M. Sanchez and as Special Assistant to former DLLR Secretary Thomas Perez. 
Adjournment

There being no further business, a motion was made by Ms. Bunch to adjourn the meeting; seconded by Mr. Mazza; and the meeting was adjourned at 1:00 PM.
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