Board of Cosmetologists

Minutes


April 7, 2014


A meeting of the State Board of Cosmetologists was held on Monday, April 7, 2014, in the Second Floor Conference Room, Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation Building, 500 North Calvert Street, Baltimore MD 21202.

The following members were in attendance:

Ms. Clairee Britt-Cockrum, Chair, Industry Member
Ms. Sharon Bunch, Consumer Member
Ms. Maxine Sisserman, School Owner Member
Ms. Lisa Lane-Treadwell, Industry Member
Ms. Carmel Owens, Industry Member
The following member was not in attendance:
Ms. Christina Roberts, Vice Chair, Consumer Member
Also in attendance:

Mr. Brian Logan, Assistant Executive Director
Mr. Eric London, Assistant Attorney General
Meeting Called to Order

The meeting was called to order at 10:14 AM by Ms. Britt-Cockrum.
Approval of Agenda

Motion was made to approve the agenda with 2 additions; Motion passed unanimously.

Old Business
Acting Commissioner Michael Vorgetts, Operational Updates

Acting Commissioner Michael Vorgetts, Assistant Executive Director of the Real Estate Commission Steve Long and Senior Assistant Attorney General Susan Cherry provided an update on the Board’s operations. Ms. Cherry advised of the new shop application process which will expedite the issuance of shop owner’s permit. Specifically, the new process will require an inspector to automatically conduct a re-inspection within 10 days, if there is a violation cited at the initial new shop inspection. If the violation is corrected, the shop owner will be issued a permit. If the violation has not been corrected, the application will be forwarded for a Denial Hearing. Ms. Cherry stressed that it is the intent to get the owner in compliance, adding that the focus is to let the new shop owners understand the Rules and Regulations. Mr. Vorgetts added that this approach reflects how to solve a problem when the Board does not have the necessary staff. Mr. Vorgetts advised that he recently reviewed a number of complaints and noted that the majority of the problems are related to nail salons. Mr. Vorgetts advised that it is his intention to focus resources in this particular area. After holding considerable deliberations, the Board made a motion to approve the new shop process and the Board voted unanimously to approve the motion.

Executive Session

A motion was made to go into Executive Session at 10:40 a.m. to seek legal advice regarding qualifications of applicants seeking a waiver of the examination requirement.
The Board came out of Executive Session 11:18 a.m.
Natasha Fulton-Request Appeal of Examination
As reflective in last months meeting minutes, Ms. Natasha Fulton had submitted a request by letter to appeal her failed attempts to pass the Board’s exam allegedly due to the rater, whom she had a former working relationship. The Board had directed that Ms. Fulton to appear at the meeting to discuss the allegations. Ms. Fulton appeared with Ms. Charlene Hook and confirmed that the rater that tested her was the owner of the salon where she worked. Ms. Fulton also advised that the owner was allowing individuals practice cosmetology in her salon without a license. After taking considerable deliberations the Board directed that its staff direct Prometric to investigate the possible conflict of interest in this matter and to arrange a different rater for Ms. Fulton. The Board further directed Ms. Fulton to submit a complaint to the Board in regard to the alleged violations at this particular salon. 























New Business

David Williams-Request Extension of Apprentice License
The Board reviewed a letter from Ms. Gwen Ballen, on behalf of her son David Williams a beauty culture apprentice. Ms. Ballen advised that Mr. Williams’ license will expire on April 1, 2014 and she is requesting an extension of his license while he is attempting to schedule to take the exam. The Board unanimously voted to deny Ms. Ballen’s request.
Sandra Dawson-Request Extension for Examination

Ms. Sandra Dawson, by letter, requested an extension to pass a portion of the licensing exam.  The Board denied the request noting that the Code of Maryland Regulations (COMAR) requires both portions to be passed within a year. The Board directed Assistant Executive Director Brian Logan to correspond with Ms. Dawson that her request was denied.

Thomas Eddison-Diversion of Professional Products in the Open Market

Mr. Thomas Eddison, who self purports to be a veteran in the beauty business, by letter, requests the Board to consider preventing unlicensed individuals from obtaining professional products. Mr. Eddison believes that anyone can obtain these professional products without being affiliated with a salon. After holding considerable deliberations, the Board unanimously agreed to advise Mr. Eddison that the sale of beauty products is outside the jurisdiction of the Board and that he may refer his concerns to the Consumer Protection Division.

Tom Murphy- Enrolling in Cosmetology Apprentiship while Attending Barber School
The Board reviewed an email from Mr. Tom Murphy, who inquired if it would be possible to be enrolled in a barber school while being registered as a Cosmetology Apprentice. The Board noting that the inquiry was directed to the Barber Board, directed its staff to submit the inquiry to the Board of Barbers to respond.

Reviewing Convictions
Assistant Executive Director Brian Logan inquired if the Board would be willing to delegate its authority to review conviction disclosures to former Board Member Phillip Mazza, who is now on the Barber Board reviewing their convictions. After holding discussions the Board advised that Ms. Carmel Owens would review the conviction disclosures.
Lauren Bourland-Request Waiver of Examination Requirement
Ms. Lauren Bourland, a licensed cosmetologist in the State of Washington, petitioned the Board for a waiver of the examination requirement. After the Board reviewed Ms. Bourland documentation, a motion was made to write to Ms. Bourland and request that she provide an affidavit on the language she took the examination and upon providing the credentials Ms. Bourland will be granted the waiver of the examination requirement.
Hyeyoung Chong Knight--Request Waiver of Examination Requirement
Hyeyoung Chong Knight, a licensed cosmetologist in the State of New York, by way of letter requested a waiver of the examination requirement. Ms. Knight noted that she had taken the examination in the other State in a foreign language and the State of Maryland only gives the exam in English, which disqualify the applicant from being granted the waiver of the examination requirement. After holding deliberations, the Board directed its staff to advise Ms. Knight that the Board cannot change a statutory requirement and in order to change, it must be through a legislative body.

Maureen Saunders-Request waiver of Examination Requirement

Ms. Maureen Saunders, a cosmetologist, petitioned the Board to reinstate her license which had expired in April of 2008. Noting that Ms. Saunders’ cosmetologists license had expired for more than five years, the Board concluded that it has no discretion in waiving the statutory requirements (BOP Art., §5-312(b)).

Lakisha Bland- Request waiver of Examination Requirement

Ms. Lakisha Bland, a nail technician, petitioned the Board to reinstate her license which had expired in August of 2007. Noting that Ms. Bland’s nail technicians license had expired for more than five years, the Board concluded that it has no discretion in waiving the statutory requirements (BOP Art., §5-312(b)).
Christina Castle-Request Extension to Take Exam

Ms. Christina Castle, by letter, requested an extension to pass a portion of the licensing exam.  The Board denied the request noting that the Code of Maryland Regulations (COMAR) requires both portions to be passed within a year.

Keathy Carter Request waiver of Examination Requirement
Ms. Keathy Carter, a licensed cosmetologist, by way of email requested a waiver of the Senior Cosmetologists examination. Ms. Carter noted that she has over 20 years experience and is licensed in South Carolina and Georgia.  After holding deliberations, the Board directed its staff to advise Ms. Carter that her request is denied and she will have to take the Senior Cosmetologist exam in order to obtain a Senior Cosmetologists license. 

Jasmine Seguin & Tiffany Boecker- Request waiver of Examination Requirement
The Board directed that the last 2 items requesting a waiver of examination requirement be tabled until an opinion can be determined by the Board’s counsel.
Prometric- School Review

Ms. Maxine Sisserman and Chair Clairee Britt-Cockrum gave an overview of the school review given by Prometric, the vendor contracted by the State to administer the Board’s examination. It was noted that the majority of the review was in regard to the blood spill task. Ms. Sisserrman added that Prometric demonstrated the blood spill procedure and seeing it actual done was important to the schools. Ms. Sisserman also advised that the demonstration showed everyone why it should be a critical task.

Executive Session

A motion was made to go into Executive Session at 1:02 PM to seek legal advice regarding listings a task in the examination booklet.

The Board came out of Executive Session 1:24 PM
Adjournment

There being no further business, a motion was made to adjourn the meeting at 1:35 PM; and the motion passed.








Approved by:








__________________








Clairee Britt-Cockrum








Chair, Board of Cosmetologists

