 MARYLAND STATE ATHLETIC COMMISSION

MINUTES  -  WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 2012
The Wednesday, November 28, 2012 meeting of the Maryland State Athletic Commission was called to order at 2:15 p.m..  Present were:  Chairman William R. “Bill” McCaffrey; Commissioner Ben Alperstein; Commissioner Arnold “Arnie” Dansicker; Commissioner Sean Malone; Commissioner Leonard “Lenny” Moore; Bruce C. Spizler, Counsel; and Patrick Pannella, Executive Director.
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR, LICENSING AND REGULATION SECRETARY LEONARD J. HOWIE, III
Executive Director Pannella reported that Leonard J. Howie, III has been appointed as the new Secretary of the Maryland Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation (DLLR).  Mr. Pannella noted that Secretary Howie is very knowledgeable about Commission-related matters, as Secretary Howie worked at DLLR in the past in positions including Commissioner of the Division of Occupational and Professional Licensing.  The Commission congratulated Secretary Howie on his appointment and expressed its desire to work closely with him in his new leadership role.
APPROVAL OF AUGUST 23, 2012 COMMISSION MINUTES
The August 23, 2012 Minutes of the Maryland State Athletic Commission, which were previously distributed to all Commission members for review, were discussed.

Upon a motion by Commissioner Dansicker, seconded by Commissioner Alperstein, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to approve the August 23, 2012 Minutes of the Commission.
APPROVAL OF PROFESSIONAL MMA EVENT

Executive Director Pannella led a Commission discussion in regard to professional MMA events scheduled to be held in the State of Maryland.  

Mr. Pannella reported that John J. Rallo is desirous of holding a professional MMA event on Saturday, April 13, 2013 at the First Mariner Arena in Baltimore, Maryland.  Mr. Pannella noted that Mr. Rallo will be advertising as Shogun Fights.
Upon a motion by Chairman McCaffrey, seconded by Commissioner Alperstein, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to approve the following pro-am boxing event:


Professional MMA Event


Saturday, April 13, 2013 - 7:00 p.m.


First Mariner Arena - Baltimore, Maryland


Promoter:  John J. Rallo, III, advertising as Shogun Fights VII.

AMENDMENT TO COMAR 09.14.05.01 -
BOXING OR KICKBOXING RING
The Commission held a discussion in regard to amending COMAR 09.14.05.01(A)(1) and COMAR 09.14.05.01(A)(2) on an emergency basis and in the normal process; specifically, amending the minimum size of the ring within the ring ropes for boxing and kickboxing contests from not less than 18 feet to not less than 16 feet; and amending the extension of the portion of the platform beyond the ring ropes from at least three feet to at least two feet for boxing and kickboxing contests.
Upon a motion by Commissioner Dansicker, and seconded by Chairman McCaffrey, the Commission voted 4-0-1 (with Commissioner Malone abstaining) to amend COMAR 09.14.05.01(A)(1) and COMAR 09.14.05.01(A)(2) accordingly.
AMENDMENT TO COMAR 09.14.05.03 -
GLOVES


The Commission held a discussion in regard to amending COMAR 09.14.05.03(A)(5) on an emergency basis and in the normal process; specifically, amending the glove weight for boxers and kickboxers weighing less than 148 pounds to eight ounces, and amending the glove weight for weight classifications of boxers and kickboxers weighing 148 pounds and greater to ten ounces.
Upon a motion by Commissioner Dansicker, and seconded by Chairman McCaffrey, the Commission voted 5-0 to approve amending COMAR 09.14.05.03(A)(5) accordingly.
AMENDMENT TO COMAR 09.14.04.12 -
FEMALE CONTESTANTS
The Commission held a discussion in regard to amending COMAR 09.14.04.12 (B)(10) on an emergency basis and in the normal process; specifically, amending the glove weight for female boxers and female kickboxers weighing less than 148 pounds to eight ounces, and amending the glove weight for female boxers and female kickboxers weighing 148 pounds and greater to ten ounces.
Upon a motion by Chairman McCaffrey, and seconded by Commissioner Malone, the Commission voted 5-0 to approve amending COMAR 09.14.04.12(B)(10) accordingly.
APPROVAL / CANCELLATION OF 
PROFESSIONAL WRESTLING EVENTS
Executive Director Pannella led a Commission discussion in regard to the professional wrestling events currently scheduled to be held in the State of Maryland.  
Executive Director Pannella reported that promoter Richard “Dick” Caricofe, advertising as United States Wrestling (USW), cancelled the professional wrestling event scheduled to be held on Saturday, December 15, 2012 at the Orchard Beach Banquet Hall in Glen Burnie, Maryland.
Upon a motion by Chairman McCaffrey, seconded by Commissioner Malone, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to approve the following professional wrestling events:
1.
Professional Wrestling Event

Saturday, December 29, 2012 - 7:30 p.m.

The New Green Room - 2401 North Point Boulevard
Dundalk, Maryland

Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe, advertising as 

Maryland Championship Wrestling (MCW);
2.
Professional Wrestling Event

Friday, January 4, 2013 - 7:00 p.m.

Orchard Beach Banquet Hall - 7549 Solley Road
Glen Burnie, Maryland

Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe, advertising as 

Maryland Wrestling Federation (MWF);
3.
Professional Wrestling Event

Friday, January 4, 2013 - 7:30 p.m.

Wicomico Youth and Civic Center - 500 Glen Avenue
Salisbury, Maryland

Promoter:  TNA Wrestling Entertainment LLC, advertising as 

TNA Wrestling;
4.
Professional Wrestling Event

Saturday, January 5, 2013 - 7:00 p.m.

Clarence “Du” Burns Arena - 1301 South Ellwood Avenue
Baltimore, Maryland

Promoter:  Ring of Honor Wrestling Entertainment, LLC, advertising 
as Ring of Honor Wrestling;

5.
Professional Wrestling Event

Saturday, February 2, 2013 - 7:00 p.m.

Clarence “Du” Burns Arena - 1301 South Ellwood Avenue

Baltimore, Maryland

Promoter:  Ring of Honor Wrestling Entertainment, LLC, advertising 

as Ring of Honor Wrestling;

6.
Professional Wrestling Event

Saturday, March 9, 2013 - 7:00 p.m.

Clarence “Du” Burns Arena - 1301 South Ellwood Avenue

Baltimore, Maryland

Promoter:  Ring of Honor Wrestling Entertainment, LLC, advertising 

as Ring of Honor Wrestling; 

7.
Professional Wrestling Event

Saturday, May 10, 2013 - 7:00 p.m.

Clarence “Du” Burns Arena - 1301 South Ellwood Avenue

Baltimore, Maryland

Promoter:  Ring of Honor Wrestling Entertainment, LLC, advertising 

as Ring of Honor Wrestling;
8.
Professional Wrestling Event

Sunday, March 24, 2013 - 5:00 p.m.

First Mariner Arena - 201 West Baltimore Street
Baltimore, Maryland

Promoter:  Event Services, Inc. A Wholly-Owned Subsidiary of World 

Wrestling Entertainment. Inc. , advertising as WWE; and

9.
Professional Wrestling Event

Sunday, March 24, 2013 - 5:00 p.m.

Wicomico Youth and Civic Center - 500 Glen Avenue
Salisbury, Maryland

Promoter:  Event Services, Inc. A Wholly-Owned Subsidiary of World 

Wrestling Entertainment. Inc. , advertising as WWE.

HIRING OF BRENT BOVELL AS

COMMISSION REFEREE AND JUDGE
Executive Director Pannella reported that the Commission has hired Brent Bovell of Waldorf, Maryland as a Commission referee and judge for professional boxing events held in the State of Maryland.  Mr. Pannella noted that Mr. Bovell has spent many years officiating in amateur boxing for USA Boxing, Inc. and, in particular, for local USA Boxing affiliates including the South Atlantic Boxing Association and the Potomac Valley Association.
REVIEW OF JUNE 16, 2012

PROFESSIONAL BOXING EVENT
Executive Director Pannella led a review of the June 16, 2012 professional boxing event which was promoted by Gene Molovinsky, advertising as Keystone Boxing, and held at the Clarence “Du” Burns Arena in Baltimore, Maryland.  Mr. Pannella noted that the boxing event included four professional boxing contests encompassing 22 scheduled rounds of professional boxing.   
REVIEW OF SEPTEMBER 22, 2012 
PROFESSIONAL BOXING EVENT
Executive Director Pannella led a review of the September 22, 2012 pro-am boxing event which was promoted by Jeter Promotions, LLC, advertising as Jeter Promotions, and held at Club One Fitness in Millersville, Maryland.  Mr. Pannella noted that the boxing event included five professional boxing contests encompassing 30 scheduled rounds of professional boxing.  Mr. Pannella explained that the scheduled amateur boxing contests, which preceded the professional boxing contests, where sanctioned and regulated by USA Boxing, Inc. and USA Boxing’s local affiliate, the South Atlantic Boxing Association.
REVIEW OF SEPTEMBER 29, 2012 “XTREME CAGE WARS”

AMATEUR MMA EVENT SUPERVISED BY AAMMA

Executive Director Pannella led a review of the September 29, 2012 amateur MMA event which was promoted by Xtreme Cage Wars, Inc., advertising as “Xtreme Cage Wars”, supervised by American Amateur Mixed Martial Arts (AAMMA) and held at the Clarence “Du” Burns Arena in Baltimore, Maryland.  Mr. Pannella noted that he and Bryan Hagan were assigned as Commission inspectors to observe the regulation of this amateur MMA event by AAMMA.
REVIEW OF OCTOBER 13, 2012 “MARYLAND CAGE COMBAT” AMATEUR MMA EVENT SUPERVISED BY AAMMA

Executive Director Pannella led a review of the October 13, 2012 amateur MMA event which was promoted by Noel J. Smith advertising as “Maryland Cage Combat”, supervised by American Amateur Mixed Martial Arts (AAMMA) and held at the Maryland Sportsplex in Millersville, Maryland.  Mr. Pannella noted that the Commission inspector assigned to observe the regulation of this amateur MMA event was Bryan Hagan.
REVIEW OF OCTOBER 20, 2012 PROFESSIONAL MMA EVENT
Chairman McCaffrey and Executive Director Pannella led a review of the October 20, 2012 professional MMA event which was promoted by John J. Rallo, III, advertising as Shogun Fights, and held at the First Mariner Arena in Baltimore, Maryland.  Mr. Pannella noted that the MMA event included 11 professional MMA contests encompassing 33 scheduled rounds of professional MMA.  
REVIEW OF NOVEMBER 8, 2012 PROFESSIONAL BOXING EVENT
Executive Director Pannella led a review of the November 8, 2012 professional boxing event which was promoted by Richard “Dick” Caricofe, benefitting the Jonathan Ogden Foundation, and which was held at Martin’s Valley Mansion in Hunt Valley, Maryland.  Mr. Pannella noted that the boxing event included six professional boxing contests encompassing 24 scheduled rounds of professional boxing.  Mr. Pannella noted that a seventh scheduled boxing contest was cancelled at the weigh-in activity for this boxing event because a contestant did not meet the Commission’s requirements for license.
CASE # MSAC-12-04 (MSAC VS. ANTHONY M. JETER)
Executive Director Pannella reported that the Commission entered in a Consent Order with professional boxer Anthony M. “Tony” Jeter in MSAC vs. Anthony M. Jeter, Case No. MSAC-12-04.  The case pertained to an incident which occurred on September 22, 2012 prior to the start of a Commission-sanctioned pro-am boxing event being promoted by Jeter Promotions, LLC and scheduled to be held at Club One Fitness in Millersville, Maryland.  Mr. Jeter, licensed by the Commission both as a boxer and as a matchmaker and preparing to compete in a boxing contest later that evening, verbally confronted, and physically grabbed and squeezed the forearm of, and twisted the body of, the Commission’s Executive Director, Patrick Pannella, while Mr. Pannella was performing his official duties. 
As stipulated in the Consent Order, Mr. Jeter was in violation of COMAR 09.14.10.06 which prohibits a licensee from interfering with a Commission official in the performance of the official’s duties.  The Consent Order provides for a civil penalty in the amount of $1,000.00, to be paid within 10 days of the date the Consent Order is signed by the Chairman of the Commission.  

Mr. Pannella reported that:  (1) Chairman McCaffrey signed the Consent Order on November 1, 2012; and (2) Mr. Jeter paid the Commission the $1,000.00 civil penalty in full on November 7, 2012.

The Commission directed Mr. Pannella and Senior Assistant Attorney General Spizler to draft Commission correspondence, to be signed by Chairman McCaffrey and to be sent to Jeter Promotions, LLC, advising this licensed promoter that:  (1)  the Commission expects, and requires, that behavior similar to the behavior exhibited by Mr. Jeter at the pro-am event promoted by Jeter Promotions, LLC on September 22, 2012 not occur in the future by anyone, directly or indirectly, involved with Jeter Promotions, LLC; and (2)  if similar actions are perpetuated by anyone directly or indirectly involved with Jeter Promotions, LLC, it will effect the Commission’s decision to sanction future events held by Jeter Promotions, LLC.

APPROVAL OF PRO-AM BOXING EVENT

Executive Director Pannella led a Commission discussion in regard to professional boxing events scheduled to be held in the State of Maryland.  

Mr. Pannella reported that Jeter Promotions, LLC is desirous of holding a 

pro-am boxing event on Saturday, March 9, 2012 at Club One Fitness in Millersville, Maryland.  Mr. Pannella noted that Jeter Promotions, LLC will be advertising as Jeter Promotions.
Upon a motion by Chairman McCaffrey, seconded by Commissioner Alperstein, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to approve the following pro-am boxing event:


Pro-Am Boxing Event


Saturday, March 9, 2013 - 7:30 p.m.


Club One Fitness - Millersville, Maryland


Promoter:  Jeter Promotions, LLC, advertising as Jeter Promotions.

NEXT COMMISSION MEETING
Executive Director Pannella announced that the next Commission meeting will be held on Thursday, December 20, 2012 at 2:00 p.m. in the Third Floor Conference Room, 500 North Calvert Street in Baltimore.

ADJOURNMENT
Upon a motion by Chairman McCaffrey, and seconded by Commissioner Moore, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to adjourn the meeting at 4:24 p.m..









Patrick Pannella










Executive Director
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