MARYLAND STATE ATHLETIC COMMISSION

MINUTES  -  THURSDAY, MAY 26, 2011
The Thursday, May 26, 2011 meeting of the Maryland State Athletic Commission was called to order at 2:10 p.m..  Present were:  Chairman William R. “Bill” McCaffrey; Commissioner Ben Alperstein; Commissioner Arnold “Arnie” Dansicker; Commissioner Leonard “Lenny” Moore; Commissioner David J. Norman; Patrick Pannella, Executive Director; and Bruce C. Spizler, Senior Assistant Attorney General. 
APPROVAL OF PROFESSIONAL BOXING EVENTS
Executive Director Pannella led a Commission discussion in regard to professional boxing events scheduled to be held in the State of Maryland.  
Executive Director Pannella reported that promoter John J. Rallo cancelled his professional boxing event scheduled to be held on August 19, 2011 at the Clarence “Du” Burns Arena in Baltimore, Maryland after entering into an agreement with promoter Gene Molovinsky, who is seeking a sanction from the Commission to hold a professional boxing event on the same date at the Clarence “Du” Burns Arena.

Upon a motion by Commissioner Norman, seconded by Commissioner McCaffrey, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to approve the following 

professional boxing event:


Professional Boxing Event


Friday, August 19, 2011 - 8:00 p.m.


Clarence “Du” Burns Arena - Baltimore, Maryland


Promoter:  Gene Molovinsky, advertising as United Boxers.
Upon a motion by Commissioner Norman, seconded by Commissioner McCaffrey, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to approve the following 

professional boxing event:

Professional Boxing Event


Saturday, September 24, 2011 - 8:00 p.m.


Maryland Sportsplex - Millersville, Maryland


Promoter:  Gene Molovinsky, advertising as United Boxers.

APPROVAL OF PROFESSIONAL MMA EVENTS
Executive Director Pannella led a Commission discussion in regard to professional mixed martial arts (MMA) events scheduled to be held in the State of Maryland.  

Upon a motion by Commissioner Norman, seconded by Commissioner McCaffrey, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to approve the following professional MMA events:


Professional MMA Event (Outdoor Event)

Saturday, August 20, 2011 - 7:00 p.m.


Ripken Stadium - Aberdeen, Maryland


Promoter:  John J. Rallo, III; and 

Professional MMA Event


Saturday, October 8, 2011 - 7:00 p.m.


First Mariner Arena - Baltimore, Maryland


Promoter:  John J. Rallo, III, advertising as Shogun Fights.

The Commission instructed Mr. Pannella to obtain a contingency plan in writing from Mr. Rallo regarding the refunding of tickets were an act of nature such as a rain storm, lightning storm or other act of nature to occur during MMA bouts held as a part of the August 20, 2011 professional MMA event at Ripken Stadium in Aberdeen, Maryland.

The Commission instructed Mr. Pannella to advise Mr. Rallo that the Commission would have no choice but to stop the MMA bouts from being held and cancel the August 20, 2011 professional MMA event were an act of nature to occur during the course of the evening which caused conditions deemed by the Commission to be unsafe for MMA contestants, Commission employees and spectators.
APPROVAL OF PROFESSIONAL WRESTLING EVENTS
Executive Director Pannella led a Commission discussion in regard to the professional wrestling events currently scheduled to be held in the State of Maryland.  

Upon a motion by Commissioner Norman, seconded by Commissioner McCaffrey, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to approve the following professional wrestling events:
1. Professional Wrestling Event (Outdoor Event)
Saturday, June 11, 2011 - 5:00 p.m.
Boomers Bar and Smokehouse - Middle River, Maryland
Promoter:  James “Jim” Hardwick, t/a Eastern Wrestling Alliance 

(EWA); 
2. Professional Wrestling Event (Outdoor Event)
Saturday, July 9, 2011 - 5:00 p.m.
Boomers Bar and Smokehouse - Middle River, Maryland
Promoter:  James “Jim” Hardwick, t/a Eastern Wrestling Alliance 

(EWA); and 

3. Professional Wrestling Event (Outdoor Event)
Saturday, August 6, 2011 - 5:00 p.m.
Boomers Bar and Smokehouse - Middle River, Maryland
Promoter:  James “Jim” Hardwick, t/a Eastern Wrestling Alliance 

(EWA).
The Commission instructed Mr. Pannella to advise Mr. Hardwick that, because the wrestling ring will be situated on sand for the wrestling events being held at Boomers Bar and Smokehouse in Middle River, Maryland, any ground area surrounding the ring where wrestling action is to take place must be covered with mats consisting of foam or a similar material.   

Upon a motion by Commissioner Norman, seconded by Commissioner McCaffrey, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to approve the following professional wrestling events:
Professional Wrestling Event
Sunday, July 17, 2011 - 3:00 p.m.
Leonard Hall Junior Naval Academy - Leonardtown, Maryland


Promoter:  Craig A. Guy, Sr., advertised as Horizon Wrestling 

Alliance (HWA). 
Upon a motion by Commissioner McCaffrey, seconded by Commissioner Dansicker, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to approve the following professional wrestling event which was originally scheduled to be held on July 24, 2011 at the Ocean City Convention Center in Ocean City, Maryland:
Professional Wrestling Event (Change of Venue)
Sunday, July 24, 2011 - 7:00 p.m.


The Show Place Arena - Upper Marlboro, Maryland
Promoter:  Event Services, Inc. A Wholly-Owned Subsidiary of World 

Wrestling Entertainment, Inc. (WWE). 

AMATEUR MIXED MARTIAL ARTS (MMA) EVENT
Executive Director Pannella announced that the following amateur mixed martial arts (MMA) event is scheduled to be held in the State of Maryland:
Amateur MMA Event
Saturday, June 25, 2011 - 7:30 p.m.


All American Sports Academy - Elkton, Maryland
Supervising Organization:  American Amateur Mixed Martial Arts 

(AAMMA)


Commission Observing Inspector:  Patrick Pannella.
“RING OF HONOR” WRESTLING ORGANIZATION
Executive Director Pannella reported that the “Ring of Honor” wrestling organization recently was sold to the Sinclair Broadcast Group, Inc. based in Hunt Valley, Maryland.  
Chairman McCaffrey and Mr. Pannella both opined that this development may possibly result in Ring of Honor applying to the Commission for a promoter’s license and holding wrestling events in the State of Maryland.

Assistant Attorney General Spizler noted that, were Ring of Honor to conduct any advertising of wrestling events scheduled to be held in the State of Maryland, Ring of Honor would first have to be licensed by the Commission as a promoter and receive a Commission sanction to hold these wrestling events.

REVIEW OF APRIL 30, 2011
PROFESSIONAL MMA EVENT
Chairman McCaffrey and Executive Director Pannella led a review of the April 30, 2011 professional MMA event which was promoted by John J. Rallo, III, advertising as “Shogun Fights 4” and held at the First Mariner Arena in Baltimore, Maryland.  Mr. Pannella noted that the MMA show included 11 bouts encompassing 33 scheduled rounds of professional MMA competition. 

REVIEW OF MAY 21, 2011
PROFESSIONAL BOXING EVENT
Chairman McCaffrey and Executive Director Pannella led a review of the May 21, 2011 professional boxing event which was promoted by Gene Molovinsky, advertising as United Boxers and held at the Maryland Sportsplex in Millersville, Maryland.  Mr. Pannella noted that the boxing show included seven bouts encompassing 38 scheduled rounds of professional boxing competition, including one four-round exhibition bout. 

COMMISSIONER DAVID J. NORMAN
The Commission recognized Commissioner David J. Norman, whose current term as a Commission member is scheduled to end on June 30, 2011, for his outstanding contributions to the Commission over the past eight years.

Commissioner Moore opined that Commissioner Norman imparted “wisdom, knowledge and understanding” in seeking to consistently protect the safety and welfare of all contestants regulated by the Commission.
NEXT COMMISSION MEETING
Executive Director Pannella announced that the next Commission meeting will be held on Thursday, June 23, 2011 at 2:00 p.m. in the Third Floor Conference Room, 500 North Calvert Street in Baltimore.

ADJOURNMENT
Upon a motion by Commissioner Alperstein, and seconded by Commissioner McCaffrey, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to adjourn the meeting at 4:03 p.m..
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