MARYLAND STATE ATHLETIC COMMISSION

MINUTES  -  WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25, 2011
The Thursday, March 25, 2011 meeting of the Maryland State Athletic Commission was called to order at 2:04 p.m..  Present were:  Chairman David J. Norman; Commissioner Ben Alperstein; Commissioner Arnold “Arnie” Dansicker; Commissioner William R. “Bill” McCaffrey; Commissioner Moore; Patrick Pannella, Executive Director; and Bruce C. Spizler, Senior Assistant Attorney General. 

PASSING OF BOXING HISTORIAN 

RAYMOND H. “RAY” LEONARD, JR.
Executive Director Pannella reported that highly-respected, Baltimore-based boxing historian Raymond H. “Ray” Leonard, Jr. passed away on February 18, 2011.

Mr. Pannella described Mr. Leonard as a man who was dedicated to the sport of boxing and who worked diligently to promote high standards of safety for both amateur boxing and professional boxing.  Mr. Pannella noted that Mr. Leonard was actively involved in The Veteran Boxers Association, Inc. International Ring 101 for many years.
The Commission expressed its deepest condolences to the family of Mr. Leonard.
RICHARD A. “DICK” CARICOFE

RENEWAL OF PROMOTER’S LICENSE
Executive Director Pannella reported that Richard A. “Dick” Caricofe recently applied to the Commission to renew his license as a promoter of professional wrestling events in the State of Maryland.  Mr. Pannella reported that he and Commissioner McCaffrey interviewed Mr. Caricofe.  Mr. Pannella further reported that he and Commissioner McCaffrey reviewed the license application and corresponding documentation submitted by Mr. Caricofe, and were satisfied that this applicant complies with the Commission’s licensing requirements. 

Upon a motion by Commissioner McCaffrey, and seconded by Commissioner Dansicker, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to approve the license of Richard A. “Dick” Caricofe as a promoter.
BRADLEY O. “BRAD” VANCE

RENEWAL OF PROMOTER’S LICENSE
Executive Director Pannella reported that Bradley O. “Brad” Vance recently applied to the Commission to renew his license as a promoter of professional wrestling events in the State of Maryland.  Mr. Pannella reported that he and Commissioner Alperstein interviewed Mr. Vance.  Mr. Pannella further reported that he and Commissioner Alperstein reviewed the license application and corresponding documentation submitted by Mr. Vance, and were satisfied that this applicant complies with the Commission’s licensing requirements. 

Upon a motion by Commissioner Dansicker, and seconded by Commissioner McCaffrey, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to approve the license of Bradley O. “Brad” Vance as a promoter.
APPROVAL OF FEBRUARY 24, 2011 COMMISSION MINUTES
The February 24, 2011 Minutes of the Maryland State Athletic Commission, which were previously distributed to all Commission members for review, were discussed.

Upon a motion by Commissioner McCaffrey, seconded by Commissioner Dansicker, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to approve the February 24, 2011 Minutes of the Maryland State Athletic Commission.

APPROVAL OF PRO-AM BOXING EVENT
Executive Director Pannella led a Commission discussion in regard to professional boxing events scheduled to be held in the State of Maryland.  Mr. Pannella reported that promoter Gene Molovinsky is desirous of holding a pro-am boxing event on April 15, 2011 at the Maryland Sportsplex in Millersville, Maryland.  Mr. Pannella noted that he was informed by Mr. Molovinsky that Chris Middendorf will be serving as the promoter’s representative for Mr. Molovinsky, responsible for communicating with the Commission on all boxing-related matters.  Mr. Pannella further noted that Mr. Middendorf advised that Mr. Molovinsky will be holding a new series of professional boxing events known as “United Boxers”.
Upon a motion by Commissioner McCaffrey, seconded by Commissioner Dansicker, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to approve the following 

pro-am boxing event:


Pro-Am Boxing Event


Saturday, April 15, 2011 - 8:00 p.m.


Maryland Sportsplex - Millersville, Maryland


Promoter:  Gene Molovinsky, advertising as United Boxers.

APPROVAL OF PROFESSIONAL MMA EVENT

Executive Director Pannella led a Commission discussion in regard to professional mixed martial arts (MMA) events scheduled to be held in the State of Maryland.  Mr. Pannella reported that promoter John J. Rallo, III is desirous of holding the fourth professional MMA event in his “Shogun Fights” series on April 30, 2011 at the First Mariner Arena in Baltimore, Maryland.  

Upon a motion by Commissioner McCaffrey, seconded by Commissioner Dansicker, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to approve the following professional MMA event:


Professional MMA Event


Saturday, April 30, 2011 - 7:00 p.m.


First Mariner Arena - Baltimore, Maryland


Promoter:  John J. Rallo, III, t/a Shogun Fights.

APPROVAL AND CANCELLATION OF 
PROFESSIONAL WRESTLING EVENTS
Executive Director Pannella led a Commission discussion in regard to the professional wrestling events currently scheduled to be held in the State of Maryland.  

Executive Director Pannella reported that promoter Richard “Dick” Caricofe, trading as Maryland Championship Wrestling (MCW), cancelled the professional wrestling event scheduled to be held on April 30, 2011 at the Stoney Creek Democratic Club in Pasadena, Maryland.

Upon a motion by Commissioner Dansicker, seconded by Commissioner Alperstein, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to approve the following professional wrestling events:
1. Professional Wrestling Event
Friday, April 8, 2011 - 7:30 p.m.
The New Green Room - Dundalk, Maryland
Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe, t/a Maryland Championship 
Wrestling (MCW); 
2. Professional Wrestling Event
Saturday, April 30, 2011 - 7:00 p.m.
Elks Lodge # 2266 - Severn, Maryland


Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe, t/a Maryland Wrestling 
Federation (MWF); 
3. Professional Wrestling Event
Sunday, May 15, 2011 - 4:00 p.m.
Elks Lodge # 684 - Frederick, Maryland
Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe, t/a National Wrestling League 
(NWL); 
4. Professional Wrestling Event
Thursday, May 19, 2011 - 8:00 p.m.
Wild Duck Cafe - Bowley’s Quarters, Maryland
Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe, t/a Maryland Wrestling 

Federation (MWF); 

5. Professional Wrestling Event
Saturday, June 24, 2011 - 7:30 p.m.
Annapolis Boys and Girls Club - Annapolis, Maryland
Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe, t/a Adrenaline Championship 
Wrestling (ACW); 
6. Professional Wrestling Event
Saturday, July 2, 2011 - 7:00 p.m.
Orchard Beach Banquet Hall - Glen Burnie, Maryland
Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe, t/a Maryland Wrestling 
Federation (MWF); 
7. Professional Wrestling Event
Saturday, July 23, 2011 - 7:00 p.m.
Camp Airy - Thurmont, Maryland
Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe, t/a National Wrestling League 
(NWL);
8. Professional Wrestling Event
Friday, August 26, 2011 - 7:30 p.m.
Annapolis Boys and Girls Club - Annapolis, Maryland
Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe, t/a Adrenaline Championship
Wrestling (ACW); 
9. Professional Wrestling Event
Saturday, August 27, 2011 - 7:30 p.m.
The New Green Room - Dundalk, Maryland
Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe, t/a Maryland Championship 
Wrestling (MCW); 
10. Professional Wrestling Event
Saturday, September 10, 2011 - 7:00 p.m.
Elks Lodge # 2266 - Severn, Maryland
Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe, t/a Maryland Wrestling 
Federation (MWF); 
11. Professional Wrestling Event
Friday, October 28, 2011 - 7:30 p.m.
Annapolis Boys and Girls Club - Annapolis, Maryland
Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe, t/a Adrenaline Championship Wrestling (ACW); and 

12.
Professional Wrestling Event

Friday, December 16, 2011 - 7:30 p.m.

Annapolis Boys and Girls Club - Annapolis, Maryland
Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe, t/a Adrenaline Championship 

Wrestling (ACW).

Executive Director Pannella reported that promoter James “Jim” Hardwick, trading as the Eastern Wrestling Alliance (EWA), cancelled the professional wrestling event scheduled to be held on April 15, 2011 at the Tall Cedars Hall in Parkville, Maryland.

Upon a motion by Commissioner Dansicker, seconded by Commissioner McCaffrey, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to approve the following professional wrestling event provided that promoter James “Jim” Hardwick renews his promoter’s license with the Commission not later than April 8, 2011:
Professional Wrestling Event
Saturday, April 16, 2011 - 7:30 p.m.


Tall Cedars Hall - Parkville, Maryland
Promoter:  James “Jim” Hardwick, t/a Eastern Wrestling Alliance 

(EWA). 

Upon a motion by Commissioner McCaffrey, seconded by Commissioner Dansicker, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to approve the following professional wrestling event:
Professional Wrestling Event
Monday, June 20, 2011 - 8:15 p.m.


First Mariner Arena - Baltimore, Maryland
Promoter:  Event Services, Inc. A Wholly-Owned Subsidiary of World 

Wrestling Entertainment, Inc. (WWE). 

PRE-TAPED WRESTLING ACTIVITY CONDUCTED AT VENUE
The Commission held a discussion in regard to televised wrestling events being held in the State of Maryland and, specifically, the taping of wrestling segments conducted prior to the start of a wrestling event at the venue for the event or at another location in Maryland.

The Commission determined that any portion of a wrestling event held in the State of Maryland which is pre-taped by the promoter and constitutes wrestling must be regulated by the Commission.
ELECTION OF COMMISSION CHAIRMAN
With all five Commission members present, the Commission held a discussion in regard to the manner of electing a new Commission Chairman.  Chairman Norman, noting that his term as a Commission member expires on June 30, 2011, opined that the election of a new Chairman at this point in time would effectuate a smooth transition.  The Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to conduct an election of a new Chairman at this time; and, following further discussion, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to elect Commissioner William R. "Bill" McCaffrey as the new Chairman of the Commission, effective immediately.
The Commission recognized Commissioner Norman for his outstanding contributions over the years as Chairman of the Commission.
COMMISSION POLICY - NO LOITERING IN WALKWAY
Executive Director Pannella informed the Commission that he is reiterating to all licensed promoters the Commission’s current policy preventing any individual from loitering or lingering in the walkway which immediately surrounds the ring apron or cage apron at Commission-sanctioned events.  Mr. Pannella noted that the Commission has observed instances where individuals exhibiting such behavior have distracted contestants competing in a bout in an adverse, inappropriate manner while also blocking the view of paying, seated spectators.  The Commission agreed that this policy will continue to be strictly enforced by both Commission representatives and security personnel.
AMERICAN AMATEUR MIXED MARTIAL ARTS (AAMMA)
Executive Director Pannella reported that American Amateur Mixed Martial Arts (AAMMA) has applied to the Commission for approval to supervise amateur mixed martial arts (MMA) in the State of Maryland.   Mr. Pannella reported that he and Commissioner Dansicker reviewed AAMMA’s application and related documents.  Mr. Pannella reported that, in recent months, he advised AAMMA of which additional documents AAMMA needed to provide to the Commission in order to be in full compliance with the “Criteria for Maryland State Athletic Commission (MSAC) Approval of an Amateur Kickboxing Organization or Amateur MMA Organization Supervising Amateur Mixed Martial Arts in the State of Maryland”.  Commissioner Dansicker and Mr. Pannella opined that AAMMA has now fully complied with the “Criteria for Maryland State Athletic Commission (MSAC) Approval of an Amateur Kickboxing Organization or Amateur MMA Organization Supervising Amateur Mixed Martial Arts in the State of Maryland”.  

Upon a motion by Chairman McCaffrey, seconded by Commissioner Alperstein, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to approve AAMMA to supervise amateur mixed martial arts (MMA) in the State of Maryland in compliance with Commission regulations.

TWO PHYSICIANS WORKING AT AMATEUR MMA EVENTS
Executive Director Pannella reported that American Amateur Mixed Martial Arts (AAMMA), which has been approved by the Commission to supervise amateur mixed martial arts (MMA) in the State of Maryland in compliance with Commission regulations, made inquiry to the Commission, along with an individual desirous of promoting amateur MMA bouts in Maryland, regarding the number of physicians required by the Commission to work amateur MMA events in this State.  Mr. Pannella noted that the current Commission regulation required two Commission-approved ringside physicians to be on-site and at ringside (or cageside) when amateur MMA bouts are occurring.

The Commission discussed this matter and determined that, to ensure and maintain an appropriate standard of safety for amateur MMA contestants, it would not consider reducing the number of Commission-approved ringside physicians to be on-site and at ringside (or cageside) when amateur MMA bouts are occurring from two ringside physicians to one ringside physician.

CASE # MSAC-11-01-C (MSAC VS. JENNIFER L. WOOD)
Executive Director Pannella reported that the Commission entered in a Consent Order with professional boxer Jennifer L. Wood as a means of settling Case # MSAC-11-01-C (MSAC vs. Jennifer L. Wood).  The case pertained to the crowd disturbance which occurred on December 11, 2010 during a Commission-sanctioned professional boxing event held at the Pikesville Armory in Pikesville, Maryland, and which included a verbal and physical altercation between Ms. Wood and security personnel working at the event.  Ms. Wood is licensed by the Commission as a boxer, and was a spectator in the crowd at the boxing event.

As stipulated in the Consent Order, the Commission determined that Ms. Wood was in violation of COMAR 09.14.10.03 (A) which prohibits words or conduct at a boxing contest that may incite individuals to disturb the peace.  The Consent Order provides for:
· A three-month suspension of license. 
· The dates of suspension to be served, effective retroactively:  December 12, 2010 through March 11, 2011.  
· A $500.00 fine, with $250.00 of the fine suspended, provided that Ms. Wood remains infraction-free through, and including, October 20, 2011.  

The dates of suspension to be served are reciprocally enforceable throughout the United States pursuant to 15 USC §6306(a)(2)(E).

Mr. Pannella reported that Ms. Wood paid the $250.00 fine in full on March 18, 2011.
COMMISSION INVESTIGATION - ALLEGED UNSANCTIONED BOXING CONTESTS AND/OR UNSANCTIONED MMA CONTESTS
MARCH 5, 2011 - HAGERSTOWN, MARYLAND
Executive Director Pannella provided the Commission with the following report in regard to information, received by the Commission, of efforts to hold unsanctioned boxing contests and/or unsanctioned mixed martial arts (MMA) contests on the evening of March 5, 2011 at The Eagles Club, 18 North Locust Street, in Hagerstown, Maryland.  
The Commission received information about this planned illegal activity from a confidential source which alleged that boxing contests and/or MMA contests were to take place in the “Eternal Fight Gym”, located on the second floor of The Eagles Club as a part of, or in conjunction with, an event entitled “Dark Circus” or “Dark Circus MMA Exhibition”.  Such boxing contests and MMA contests are in direct violation of the Commission’s laws and regulations including:  (1) a Commission sanction of the contests; (2) the issuance of a promoter’s license and compliance with the requirements attendant thereto; and (3) the issuance of a contestant’s license and compliance with the requirements attendant thereto, including specific medical requirements and other health and safety measures.  
Under Maryland law, a person may hold a boxing contest or MMA contest (“contest”) in the State of Maryland, and participate in the same, only if the contest is authorized (sanctioned) by the Commission and is conducted in accordance with the laws applicable to, and regulations promulgated by, the Commission.  A “contest” includes a competition, exhibition, match, performance or show and applies to all such boxing contests and MMA contests.  The only exceptions are:  

(1) those amateur boxing contests which are either conducted under the supervision of a nationally recognized amateur boxing organization or are intercollegiate, interscholastic or intramural in nature; or (2) those amateur MMA contests which are conducted under the supervision of either an amateur kickboxing organization or an amateur MMA organization approved by the Commission.  A violation of any of these provisions constitutes a criminal act and subjects the perpetrator to up to six (6) months imprisonment, a $2,000.00 fine, or both.  In addition, the Commission has the authority to impose a civil fine up to $5,000.00 for each violation.

Mr. Pannella contacted Tracy Thorpe, Registration Chairman for the South Atlantic Boxing Association of United States Amateur Boxing, Inc. (USA Boxing, Inc.), 
via telephone to discuss the Commission’s investigation into this matter.  
Ms. Thorpe confirmed that USA Boxing, Inc. had not sanctioned any amateur boxing contests to be held on the evening of March 5, 2011 in Hagerstown.  
Mr. Pannella and Ms. Thorpe then jointly spoke with Chris R. Suder, Jr., the owner of the Eternal Fight Gym, via telephone.  Ms. Thorpe advised Mr. Suder that no amateur boxers are permitted by USA Boxing, Inc. to compete in any amateur boxing contests without the direct authorization (sanctioning) of a local boxing committee affiliate of USA Boxing, Inc. (in this case, the South Atlantic Boxing Association).
The Commission contacted the Hagerstown Department of Police to formally request any and all assistance which the Hagerstown Department of Police could render to enjoin and/or prosecute these violations if these statutory provisions were to be violated.
The Commission informed Mr. Suder, via telephone and e-mail correspondence, that any boxing contests or MMA contests scheduled to be held on the evening of March 5, 2011 at The Eagles Club in Hagerstown, Maryland as a part of an event entitled “Dark Circus” or “Dark Circus MMA Exhibition” (or any other boxing contests or MMA contests not authorized by Maryland law) are illegal in accordance with Maryland law.  Because the Commission received assurances from Mr. Suder that no such boxing contests or MMA contests would be held, the Commission did not anticipate any violation of the aforementioned state statutory provisions to occur and, as a result, no Commission representative was assigned to  attend and witness the event.
Mr. Suder left a telephone message for Mr. Pannella on the afternoon of March 5, 2011, informing the Commission that Mr. Suder had placed advertisements on radio and in other media to notify the public that no boxing contests or MMA contests would be held as a part of the “Dark Circus” event scheduled to occur later that evening at The Eagles Club in Hagerstown.  Mr. Suder also stated that he would be contacting Mr. Pannella regarding the possibility of holding Commission-sanctioned events in the future.
The Commission contacted a Hagerstown Department of Police representative during the week of March 6, 2011 who stated that the Hagerstown Department of Police received no information indicating that any boxing contests or MMA contests were held on the evening of March 5, 2011 at The Eagles Club in Hagerstown.
The Commission received a copy of written correspondence (dated March 21, 2011) which was sent to Mr. Suder from Lynette Smith, Director of Membership Services for United States Amateur Boxing, Inc. in Colorado Springs, Colorado.  
In her correspondence, Ms. Smith advised Mr. Suder that “USA Boxing does not allow for unsanctioned boxing matches or exhibitions of any sort.”  Ms. Smith further explained that “should a USA Boxing Club participate in unsanctioned events, that club could find themselves under the jurisdiction of the USA Boxing Judicial Committee and face disciplinary measures.”
REVIEW OF FEBRUARY 10, 2011
PROFESSIONAL BOXING EVENT
Executive Director Pannella led a review of the February 10, 2011 professional boxing event which was promoted by Murray “Jake” Smith in association with Golden Boy Promotions, LLC, and held at the Baltimore Convention Center in Baltimore, Maryland.  Mr. Pannella noted that the boxing event was featured as a part of the National Sales Meeting for Stanley Black & Decker, Inc., and was provided to the meeting’s attendees by Stanley Black & Decker, Inc. gratuitously.  Mr. Pannella further noted that a Memorandum of Understanding was executed between Golden Boy Promotions, LLC, Mr. Smith and the Commission to make 
the boxing event occur in compliance with Commission regulations as well as 

tax-related provisions of the Office of the Comptroller of Maryland.  Mr. Pannella reported that the boxing event included three professional boxing bouts encompassing 13 scheduled rounds of professional boxing competition, and that Commissioner Moore was in attendance.

REVIEW OF FEBRUARY 18, 2011
PROFESSIONAL BOXING EVENT
Executive Director Pannella led a review of the February 18, 2011 professional boxing event which was promoted by Prize Fight Promotions, LLC and held at the Wicomico Youth and Civic Center in Salisbury, Maryland.  Mr. Pannella noted that the boxing show included seven professional boxing bouts encompassing 46 scheduled rounds of professional boxing.  Mr. Pannella noted that Fernando Guerrero of Fruitland, Maryland competed in a scheduled ten-round bout against Derrick Findley of Merriville, Indiana for the “North American Boxing Organization (NABO) Middleweight Title”, with Mr. Guerrero winning the bout and defending his title by a unanimous decision.  Mr. Pannella also noted that Shawn Porter of Akron, Ohio competed in a scheduled ten-round bout against Anges Adjaho of Buffalo, New York for the “North American Boxing Organization (NABO) Welterweight Title”, with Mr. Porter winning the bout and defending his title by a unanimous decision.  

NEXT COMMISSION MEETING
Executive Director Pannella announced that the next Commission meeting will be held on Thursday, April 21, 2010 at 2:00 p.m. in the Third Floor Conference Room, 500 North Calvert Street in Baltimore.

ADJOURNMENT
Upon a motion by Commissioner McCaffrey, and seconded by Commissioner Alperstein, the Commission voted unanimously (4-0) to adjourn the meeting at 4:31 p.m..
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