MARYLAND STATE ATHLETIC COMMISSION

MINUTES  -  THURSDAY, JUNE 22, 2011
The Thursday, June 22, 2011 meeting of the Maryland State Athletic Commission was called to order at 2:09 p.m..  Present were:  Chairman William R. “Bill” McCaffrey; Commissioner Ben Alperstein; Commissioner Arnold “Arnie” Dansicker; Patrick Pannella, Executive Director; and Bruce C. Spizler, Senior Assistant Attorney General. 
APPROVAL OF MAY 26, 2011 COMMISSION MINUTES
The May 26, 2011 Minutes of the Maryland State Athletic Commission, which were previously distributed to all Commission members for review, were discussed.

Upon a motion by Commissioner Dansicker, seconded by Commissioner Alperstein, the Commission voted unanimously (3-0) to approve the May 26, 2011 Minutes of the Commission.
PASSING OF TIM BURKE - FORMER PROFESSIONAL WRESTLER
Executive Director Pannella reported that former professional wrestler Tim Burke passed away on June 21, 2011.

Mr. Pannella described Mr. Burke as a man who was very passionate about professional wrestling and who assumed various roles in the sport, including working as a professional wrestler for many years and being involved in the promotion of wrestling events under the advertised name of the “Mid-Eastern Wrestling Federation”.

The Commission expressed its deepest condolences to the family of Mr. Burke.
ROBERT “BOBBY” MAGRUDER

RENEWAL OF PROMOTER’S LICENSE
Executive Director Pannella reported that Robert R. “Bobby” Magruder recently applied to the Commission to renew his license as a promoter of professional boxing events in the State of Maryland.  Mr. Pannella reported that he and Chairman McCaffrey interviewed Mr. Magruder.  Mr. Pannella further reported that he and Chairman McCaffrey reviewed the license application and corresponding documentation submitted by Mr. Magruder, and were satisfied that this applicant complies with the Commission’s licensing requirements.  Mr. Pannella noted that Mr. Magruder currently advertises his boxing events under the name of “Bobby Magruder Productions”.

Upon a motion by Chairman McCaffrey, and seconded by Commissioner Alperstein, the Commission voted unanimously (3-0) to approve the license of Robert R. Magruder as a promoter.
PROFESSIONAL BOXER’S FEDERAL IDENTIFICATION CARD 
The Commission held a discussion regarding the Commission’s issuance of the “Professional Boxer’s Federal Identification Card” to professional boxers.  Senior Assistant Attorney General Spizler noted that the purpose behind the United States Congress passing Federal legislation to create the Professional Boxer’s Federal Identification Card was to “eliminate the ringer problem” in professional boxing; for example, preventing a boxer who was knocked out or otherwise suspended in one jurisdiction from seeking to compete while still on suspension in another jurisdiction under a different name.  Mr. Spizler noted that, in accordance with Federal law and as interpreted by the Association of Boxing Commissions (ABC), the Professional Boxer’s Federal Identification Card can only be issued by the state or tribal athletic commission located in the jurisdiction where the boxer resides and only when proper identification is provided.
MIXED MARTIAL ARTS NATIONAL IDENTIFICATION CARD 
The Commission held a discussion regarding the Commission’s issuance of the “Mixed Martial Arts National Identification Card”.  Senior Assistant Attorney General Spizler noted that, similar to the purpose behind creating the “Professional Boxer’s Federal Identification Card” in professional boxing, the Mixed Martial Arts National Identification Card was created by the Association of Boxing Commissions (ABC) to ensure that both amateur mixed martial arts (MMA) contestants and professional MMA contestants were not competing in MMA under a false identity or alias.  Mr. Spizler noted that, pursuant to ABC directives, an amateur MMA contestant or a professional MMA contestant may receive the Mixed Martial Arts National Identification Card from any state or tribal commission regardless of where the MMA contestant resides when proper identification is provided.

Executive Director Pannella reported that, within a few days prior to every amateur MMA event being held in the State of Maryland, he travels to a location which is convenient to the majority of the amateur MMA contestants who are scheduled to compete to issue the Mixed Martial Arts National Identification Card to those contestants who do not possess a card.
Mr. Pannella reported that the Pennsylvania State Athletic Commission recently notified the Commission that it would only be issuing a Mixed Martial Arts National Identification Card to amateur MMA contestants who are obtaining the card to compete in an amateur MMA contest scheduled to be held in the State of Pennsylvania.  Mr. Pannella explained that the Pennsylvania State Athletic Commission made this decision based on the belief that it should not be issuing a Mixed Martial Arts National Identification Card to an amateur MMA contestant until, and unless, the Pennsylvania State Athletic Commission conducts a thorough review of an amateur MMA contestant’s physical fitness and MMA ability.  
Mr. Pannella noted that, as a result of the Pennsylvania State Athletic Commission’s decision, any amateur MMA contestant who resides in the State of Pennsylvania and who is scheduled to compete in an amateur MMA contest in the State of Maryland will be forced to obtain the card from another jurisdiction other than Pennsylvania.  

The Commission instructed Mr. Pannella to send Commission correspondence to the Pennsylvania State Athletic Commission respectfully asking the Pennsylvania State Athletic Commission to reconsider its decision and to issue a Mixed Martial Arts National Identification Card to any amateur MMA contestant who resides in Pennsylvania and who is scheduled to compete in an amateur MMA contest in Maryland; the correspondence should emphasize that the Association of Boxing Commissions created the Mixed Martial Arts National Identification Card strictly for identification purposes only, and that there is no correlation between the issuance of the card and whether an amateur MMA contestant is physically fit or competent in MMA.
AMATEUR MIXED MARTIAL ARTS (MMA) EVENT
Executive Director Pannella announced the following amateur mixed martial arts (MMA) event scheduled to be held in the State of Maryland:
Amateur MMA Event
Saturday, July 9, 2011 - 7:30 p.m.  (Postponed from June 25, 2011)


All American Sports Academy - Elkton, Maryland
Supervising Organization:  American Amateur Mixed Martial Arts 

(AAMMA)


Commission Observing Inspector:  Patrick Pannella.

INDIVIDUALS PERMITTED TO ENTER THE RING AND CAGE 
The Commission held a discussion regarding who should be permitted to enter the ring for Commission-sanctioned boxing events, and who should be permitted to enter the cage for Commission-sanctioned mixed martial arts (MMA) events, during the period of time immediately preceding and immediately following contests.  The Commission noted that such a determination needs to be made to protect the safety of licensees and contestants alike by ensuring that order is maintained in the ring and cage at all times.

The Commission instructed Executive Director Pannella and Senior Assistant Attorney General Spizler to jointly prepare Commission correspondence, to be signed by the Commission Chairman and to be sent to all licensed promoters, which: 
1. Requires a promoter to provide the Commission, in writing, with the 
names of all individuals who are a part of the promoter’s promotional team 
for each Commission-sanctioned event and who will be entering the ring        or cage; 

2. Requires a promoter to issue a wristband, indicating a separate color and a separate category to be worn by every individual permitted to enter the ring or cage; and

3. Advises that the promoter will be responsible for the actions of each member of the promoter’s designated promotional team while each of these individuals is inside the ring or cage, and that the Commission may consider taking action against a promoter’s license if any of these individuals violate a Commission regulation or directive in any manner.   
REVIEW OF JUNE 17, 2011
PRO-AM BOXING EVENT
Chairman McCaffrey and Executive Director Pannella led a review of the June 17, 2011 pro-am boxing event which was promoted by John J. Rallo, advertising as Bang Time Boxing and held at the Clarence “Du” Burns Arena in Baltimore, Maryland.  Mr. Pannella reported that the boxing show included four professional boxing contests, encompassing 22 scheduled rounds of professional boxing, and four amateur boxing contests, encompassing 12 scheduled rounds of amateur boxing.  Mr. Pannella noted that Russ Shiflett of Dundalk, Maryland competed in a scheduled eight-round contest against Newton Kidd of Bronx, New York for the “World Boxing Foundation (WBF) All Americas Cruiserweight Championship”, with Mr. Shiflett winning the title by a majority decision.  Mr. Pannella also noted that the amateur boxing portion of the boxing event was sanctioned by USA Boxing, Inc. under the supervision of the South Atlantic Boxing Association.
NEXT COMMISSION MEETING
Executive Director Pannella announced that the next Commission meeting will be held on Tuesday, July 19, 2011 at 2:00 p.m. in the Third Floor Conference Room, 500 North Calvert Street in Baltimore.

ADJOURNMENT
Upon a motion by Chairman McCaffrey, and seconded by Commissioner Alperstein, the Commission voted unanimously (3-0) to adjourn the meeting at 
3:27 p.m..
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