MARYLAND STATE ATHLETIC COMMISSION

MINUTES  -  THURSDAY, APRIL 21, 2011
The Thursday, April 21, 2011 meeting of the Maryland State Athletic Commission was called to order at 2:25 p.m..  Present were:  Chairman William R. “Bill” McCaffrey; Commissioner Ben Alperstein; Commissioner Arnold “Arnie” Dansicker; Commissioner Lenny Moore; Commissioner David J. Norman; 
Patrick Pannella, Executive Director; and Bruce C. Spizler, Senior Assistant Attorney General. 

APPROVAL OF MARCH 25, 2011 COMMISSION MINUTES
The March 25, 2011 Minutes of the Maryland State Athletic Commission, which were previously distributed to all Commission members for review, were discussed.

Upon a motion by Commissioner Norman, seconded by Commissioner Alperstein, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to approve the March 25, 2011 Minutes of the Commission.
JAMES “JIM” HARDWICK
RENEWAL OF PROMOTER’S LICENSE
Executive Director Pannella reported that James “Jim” Hardwick recently applied to the Commission to renew his license as a promoter of professional wrestling events in the State of Maryland.  Mr. Pannella reported that he and Commissioner Alperstein interviewed Mr. Hardwick.  Mr. Pannella further reported that he and Commissioner Alperstein reviewed the license application and corresponding documentation submitted by Mr. Hardwick, and were satisfied that this applicant complies with the Commission’s licensing requirements. 

Upon a motion by Commissioner Norman, and seconded by Commissioner Alperstein, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to approve the license of James “Jim” Hardwick as a promoter.
APPROVAL OF PROFESSIONAL BOXING EVENT
Executive Director Pannella led a Commission discussion in regard to professional boxing events scheduled to be held in the State of Maryland.  
Mr. Pannella reported that promoter Gene Molovinsky is desirous of holding a 
pro-am boxing event on May 21, 2011 at the Maryland Sportsplex in Millersville, Maryland.  Mr. Pannella noted that Mr. Molovinsky will be advertising this boxing event as “United Boxers”.
Upon a motion by Commissioner Dansicker, seconded by Commissioner Norman, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to approve the following pro-am boxing event:


Pro-Am Boxing Event


Saturday, May 21, 2011 - 8:00 p.m.


Maryland Sportsplex - Millersville, Maryland


Promoter:  Gene Molovinsky, advertising as United Boxers.

APPROVAL AND CANCELLATION OF 
PROFESSIONAL WRESTLING EVENTS
Executive Director Pannella led a Commission discussion in regard to the professional wrestling events currently scheduled to be held in the State of Maryland.  

Upon a motion by Commissioner Norman, seconded by Commissioner Alperstein, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to approve the following professional wrestling events:
1. Professional Wrestling Event
Friday, May 20, 2011 - 7:00 p.m.
Carmelo Anthony Center - 110 East Fayette Street - Baltimore, MD
Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe, advertising as DMV Wrestling; 
2. Professional Wrestling Event  (Change of Venue)
Saturday, June 24, 2011 - 7:30 p.m.  
Maryland Sportsplex - 1031 Benfield Boulevard - Millersville, MD


Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe, advertising as 

Adrenaline Championship Wrestling (ACW); 
3. Professional Wrestling Event  (Change of Venue)
Friday, August 26, 2011 - 7:30 p.m.
Maryland Sportsplex - 1031 Benfield Boulevard - Millersville, MD Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe, t/a Adrenaline Championship 

Wrestling (ACW); 
4. Professional Wrestling Event  (Change of Venue)
Friday, October 28, 2011 - 7:30 p.m.
Maryland Sportsplex - 1031 Benfield Boulevard - Millersville, MD Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe, t/a Maryland Wrestling 

Federation (MWF); and
5. Professional Wrestling Event  (Change of Venue)
Friday, December 16, 2011 - 7:30 p.m.
Annapolis Boys and Girls Club - Annapolis, Maryland
Promoter:  Richard “Dick” Caricofe, t/a Adrenaline Championship 
Wrestling (ACW).
Upon a motion by Commissioner Norman, seconded by Commissioner Dansicker, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to approve the following professional wrestling events:
Professional Wrestling Event
Sunday, May 22, 2011 - 1:00 p.m.


Blue Fins Seafood Restaurant - 8247 Eastern Avenue - Essex, MD
Promoter:  James “Jim” Hardwick, t/a Eastern Wrestling Alliance 

(EWA); and
Professional Wrestling Event
Saturday, June 25, 2011 - 7:30 p.m.


Tall Cedars Hall - 2501 Putty Hill Avenue - Parkville, MD

Promoter:  James “Jim” Hardwick, t/a Eastern Wrestling Alliance 

(EWA).
Upon a motion by Commissioner Norman, seconded by Commissioner Alperstein, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to approve the following professional wrestling events:
Professional Wrestling Event  (Change In Starting Time)
Monday, June 20, 2011 - 7:15 p.m.


First Mariner Arena - Baltimore, Maryland
Promoter:  Event Services, Inc., a wholly-owned subsidiary of World 

Wrestling Entertainment, Inc. (WWE); and 

Professional Wrestling Event  (Change In Starting Time)
Sunday, July 24, 2011 - 7:00 p.m.


Ocean City Convention Center - Ocean City, Maryland
Promoter:  Event Services, Inc., a wholly-owned Subsidiary of World 

Wrestling Entertainment, Inc. (WWE).

AMATEUR MIXED MARTIAL ARTS (MMA) EVENT
Executive Director Pannella reported that the amateur mixed martial arts (MMA) event to be supervised by American Amateur Mixed Martial Arts (AAMMA) and scheduled to be held on Saturday, May 7, 2011 at the Frederick Fight Club in Frederick, Maryland has been cancelled.

Executive Director Pannella announced the following amateur MMA event scheduled to be held in the State of Maryland:
Amateur MMA Event 

Saturday, June 11, 2011 - 7:00 p.m. 


Hagerstown Suns Municipal Stadium - 274 East Memorial Boulevard 

- Hagerstown, Maryland
Hosting School:  The Squared Circle - Inwood, West Virginia
Supervising Organization:  American Amateur Mixed Martial Arts 

(AAMMA)
Commission Observing Inspector:  Patrick Pannella.

The Commission instructed Mr. Pannella to confirm with AAMMA that the promoter of this amateur MMA event has created a contingency plan in case of inclement weather.

LICENSED PROFESSIONAL BOXER MICHAEL PASCHALL 
The Commission held a discussion regarding the actions of licensed professional boxer Michael Paschall as a spectator at recent Commission-sanctioned boxing events and mixed martial arts (MMA) events held in the State of Maryland.  The Commission specifically referred to actions exhibited by Mr. Paschall which included:  1. Loitering in the area immediately surrounding the ring and cage while contests are occurring, rather than observing the contests from a designated seat; 
2. Entering the ring following a boxing contest in no designated capacity and without Commission permission; and 3. Acting aggressively and inappropriately toward a Commission representative following a boxing contest. 

The Commission noted that these recent actions exhibited by Mr. Paschall directly inhibit the Commission’s ability to maintain order in the ring and cage, as well as in the area immediately surrounding the ring and cage, at all times.

The Commission instructed Executive Director Pannella and Senior Assistant Attorney General Spizler to jointly prepare Commission correspondence, to be signed by the Commission Chairman and to be sent to Mr. Paschall, which: 

1. Directs Mr. Paschall to refrain from loitering in the area immediately surrounding the ring and cage during Commission-sanctioned contests, and requires Mr. Paschall to observe these contests from either a designated seat or at a standing location away from the ring area or cage area;

2. Unless Mr. Paschall is serving as a licensed second for a contestant in a contest and is authorized to enter the ring in such a capacity, directs           Mr. Paschall to have the promoter of an event first provide Mr. Paschall’s name to the Commission, in writing, confirming that Mr. Paschall is a part of the promoter’s promotional team for a Commission-sanctioned event, and advising the Commission that Mr. Paschall will be entering the ring or cage in this capacity; 

3.  Advises that the promoter will be responsible for the actions of Mr. Paschall while Mr. Paschall is inside the ring or cage as a member of the promoter’s designated promotional team, and that the Commission may consider taking action against a promoter’s license if Mr. Paschall violates a Commission regulation or directive in any manner while inside the ring or cage in such a capacity; and   

4. Advises that any future display of this unwarranted behavior exhibited by Mr. Paschall at a contest regulated by the Commission will result in the Commission pursuing disciplinary action against Mr. Paschall’s boxer’s license.

REVIEW OF APRIL 15, 2011
PROFESSIONAL BOXING EVENT
Chairman McCaffrey and Executive Director Pannella led a review of the April 15, 2011 professional boxing event which was promoted by Gene Molovinsky, advertising as United Boxers, and held at the Maryland Sportsplex in Millersville, Maryland.  Mr. Pannella noted that the boxing show included eight professional boxing bouts encompassing 40 scheduled rounds of professional boxing.  

NEXT COMMISSION MEETING
Executive Director Pannella announced that the next Commission meeting will be held on Thursday, May 26, 2011 at 2:00 p.m. in the Third Floor Conference Room, 500 North Calvert Street in Baltimore.

ADJOURNMENT
Upon a motion by Commissioner Dansicker, and seconded by Commissioner Norman, the Commission voted unanimously (5-0) to adjourn the meeting at 4:55 p.m..
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